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INTRODUCTION 

 

Dear friend, 

Welcome to our Connect Course. You’re not here by chance. Long before you were born 
God decided He wanted you here. Now He wants you to learn more about Him and how 
to live the life He has planned for you. 

The course has 2 main objectives: 

1. To help lay a solid foundation of biblical teaching in your life and help you to apply 
that teaching in everyday life as a disciple of Christ (Matthew 7:24 – 27). 

2. To ‘catch’ the vision and values of our church as we seek obey the Great 
Commission (Mission) of Jesus in our city and in the nations (Matthew 28:18-20). So 
that together we can make a major contribution in fulfilling the glorious purposes of 
God in our generation. 

To receive the maximum benefit from this course, we encourage you to commit yourself 
to attending each week and allowing your life to be transformed by Jesus Christ through 
weekly discipleship by someone applying Part 2 of this book. Discipleship involves three 
key relationships and 'works' when you repeat the process by discipling someone else 
(2 Timothy 2:2): 

• With God - follow him (Matt 4:19). 

• With non-believers - to reach people for Christ. 

• With God's people - fellowship. 

The course is therefore divided into two parts: 

Part 1: Biblical Foundations and application involving: 

• Water baptism 

• Spirit Baptism 

• Prayer for personal healing and freedom 

• Using my gifts and passions to serve within the church and society 

Part 2: Discipleship and application in areas below: 

• Bible 

• Prayer 

• Mission 

• Giving 

• Becoming a discipler of someone else 

• A commitment to sharing the gospel regularly with those who do not yet know 
Christ 

May God richly bless and grow you as you journey with us through this material. 

Craig Botha 

On behalf of Grace Generation Church Eldership team 
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Part I Biblical Foundations and application 
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Chapter 1 - Salvation 

1. Many Religions, But Only One God Of Grace 

What is it that makes Christianity different? Why are we so certain that we are going to 
heaven? The answer is simple and powerful - we have been introduced to a God unlike 
all the others - we have come to the God of Grace. 

There are many idols and gods that take on different characters and shapes. Some are 
distant and stern and give no assurance of salvation. Some seem to be wishy-washy and 
vague, permitting sin and leaving their followers racked with unwanted guilt and 
unchanged lives. But none of these many options can compare with the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. God wants you to know that He is the One True God and that 
He has authority to forgive your sins. Sin is idolatry and failure to love and worship God 
only Exodus 20:2-3. 

Acts 4:12: ‘And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.’ 

Our God offers us full salvation through Jesus Christ. The fact that you have given your 
life to Christ and have been born again means that you have already experienced the 
grace of God.  

2. The Gospel Is Good News About Jesus, The Magnificent 
Son Of God And God The Son 

• Christianity is about Christ, Jesus is the centre (Colossians 1:15-20). 

• The Gospel about Jesus' life, death and resurrection was the apostles’ central 
message throughout the book of Acts. Not primarily a set of doctrines, but an 
encounter with the living Christ (Acts 3:20, 8:5, 9:20, 17:3) 

• Jesus is therefore the main occupation of the Old and New Testament (Luke 
24:27). 

• Jesus has reconciled us to the Father through His substitutionary death and 
resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). 

• Jesus has created a new humanity, his body on earth of which He is the Head 
and the ongoing source of life for His body. 

• Jesus sent his Holy Spirit to fill us that we might live for His glory 
(John 14:15-17). 

 

When Jesus first began preaching, Mark tells us what He said: 

‘The time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news.’ 
(Mark 1:15) 

We can sometimes forget how good this news really is. Think of some of the good things 
that God offers to us now that we are His children. Write them down. 

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

Probably high up on your list was the forgiveness of your sins. It is amazing to think of it, 
but when we come to God in repentance He forgives. 
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Read 1 John 1:9 and 2 Corinthians 7:10-11: 

‘If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness.’  

Confession is acknowledging personal guilt and sin and forgiving those who sin against 
us (Matt 18:21-22). 

3. ‘Father Forgive Them …’ What Happened On The Cross? 

Throughout the Old Testament the coming of Jesus was promised. The ‘Anointed One’ 
(Messiah) would be a Jew, a great prophet like Moses, and He would usher in a new day 
of Kingdom power. The people of Israel were looking forward to His coming but many of 
the scholars and teachers of the Law were expecting a kind of political leader. They had 
overlooked the many scriptures that spoke of the Messiah’s suffering. Paul tells us that 
for the Jews of his day the idea of a crucified Saviour was a ‘stumbling block’ and to the 
intellectual Greeks it was utter foolishness (1 Corinthians 1:23). So what happened on the 
cross? Why was it necessary? 

3.1 He Took My Place 

The Bible teaches that Christ died in our place. Instead of you and I being punished for 
our wickedness, He stepped in and received the full weight of God’s wrath (righteous 
anger) in our place. This is clearly taught in both the Old and the New Testaments. So 
whether a Biblical writer is looking ahead to the cross or looking back to it, the emphasis 
is on Christ swapping places with us. The innocent one receives the punishment and the 
guilty ones receive forgiveness. This is God’s way of healing our souls. It is God’s grace. 

Isaiah 53:5: ‘But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we 
are healed.’  

Isaiah prophesied these things about 700 years before Christ was born. It is amazing to 
notice the accuracy of the Biblical prophecies. Peter, just a few years after the cross, is 
able to say with absolute certainty that what Isaiah prophesied all those years before is 
now an accomplished fact: 

1 Peter 2:24: ‘He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed.’ 

3.2 The Power Of The Blood 

The Bible teaches that the devil is the ‘accuser of the brethren’. (Revelation 12:10) Maybe 
you still get frightened by the devil and paralysed by guilt and fear. It would be OK if his 
accusations were all nonsense but the trouble is that some of them are accurate. Where 
do we go for help? 

Open your Bible again to 1 John 1. In verse 7 we find what can effectively purify us from 
sin. What is it? 

1 John 1:7: ‘…the blood of Jesus, His son, purifies us from all sin.’ 

From how much sin? Write it down. ________________________________________ 
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3.3 ‘Justification by Faith’ Romans 4:25 

Every true believer enjoys the blessing of what Bible teachers call the doctrine of 
‘Justification by Faith’ - even if they’ve never heard the phrase. 

The word ‘justified’ means two things: 

• It means that your sins are truly forgiven: ‘Just-as-if-I’d never sinned.’ (Psalm 
103:11-12) 

• It also means that God declares you to be righteous before Him (2 Cor 5:21). 

This teaching appears in many places in the New Testament. In the book of Romans, 
Paul tells us how we cannot do any good works that will justify us before God. He shows 
us that those who have tried to earn God’s favour by their goodness have failed 
miserably and that God Himself has provided a better and perfect way. 

Romans 3:28: ‘For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the 

law.’ Whose obedience secures our place in heaven? 

Review 

Let’s review some of what we’ve learned so far in this study. Answer these questions 
honestly and talk them through with the person discipling you. 

• What one thing makes Christianity so radically different from other religions? 

• If you need re-assurance that God has forgiven you, where can you find it? 

• What happened to your sins when Jesus died on the cross? 

• How many times does God need to punish your sins? 

• What does the phrase ‘Justified by faith’ mean?  

4. Living By Grace 

4.1 Legalism Is A Different Gospel 

The Apostle Paul was very concerned when some of the early believers began to replace 
their devotion to Christ with law keeping. Look at Colossians 2:20-23 and see how he 
reasons with them: ‘If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if 
you were still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations – Do not handle, Do not 
haste, Do not touch (referring to things that all perish as they are used) – according to 
human precepts and teachings? These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in 
promoting self-made religion and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of no 
value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh.’ 

The early Christians were also urged to submit to the Old Covenant law of circumcision in 
order to become fully-fledged believers but Paul was very annoyed. He argued that they 
were already justified by faith alone and that they were in danger of turning away from 
Christ to a ‘different gospel’ (Galatians 1:6-7). 

4.2 No Condemnation 

The Bible confidently tells us that ‘There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus’ (Romans 8:1).  
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Terry Virgo writes: 

‘The answer to condemnation is never to improve our performance. It is to reckon on our 
position through grace. God has justified us freely as a gift. Condemnation is to do with 
guilt not with feelings or improved performance. If we, through grace, are declared ‘not 
guilty’ by God then we cannot be condemned … There is no condemnation for us, not 
because we have been doing well lately, or because we have set ourselves a new 
standard, but because we are in Christ Jesus’ (Restoration in the Church p.42) 

Romans 5:17: ‘If, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, 
much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in the life through the one man Jesus Christ.’ 

It is important that you believe these truths. Jesus said ‘the truth will set you free’ (John 
8:32). If you believe and receive these truths and pray them into your heart and life you 
will feel the impact of them very quickly. 

To do: Spend a moment now praying through Romans 5:17. 

God’s gospel is truly amazing. In fact, Paul gets even more radical by saying that we are 
under a ‘reign of grace’. We used to be under the reign of sin, but where sin increased, 
grace increased even more. The reign of grace is supreme (Romans 5:20-21). 

4.3 Choose The Gospel, Not Rules Or Sin 

We are a gospel-centred church. This means that we regard the gospel of grace as the 
solution not just for unbelievers to come to saving faith, but for believers to steadily 
mature and conquer sin and live for God. The progression runs like this: 

• The Source of all problems lies in the Heart  

• The Heart creates idols to worship instead of Jesus 

• The Solution to every sin and problem is to forsake that idol and to believe the 
gospel and worship Jesus. 

 

4.4 Christian, You’re A Dead Man Through The Gospel 

Having argued that the believer is completely justified by faith forever, Paul answers the 
question ‘Shall we carry on sinning?’ in Romans 6:1-8. 

He gives us a wonderful reason why we shouldn’t keep living in sin. 

Romans 6:2 ‘How can we who died to sin still live in it?’ 

Romans 6:6-7 ‘We know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that the body of 
sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one 
who has died has been set free from sin.’ 

Romans 6:8 ‘Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him.’ 

4.5 Believe It 

When you became a Christian you died, both to the Law and to sin itself. You are a new 
creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). You’ve been united with Christ in His death and 
resurrection so that you can live a brand new life for God. Now, Paul tells us to ‘count 
ourselves dead to sin’ (Romans 6:11). In other words, we must believe that what is true is 
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true and not believe the lie of condemnation. You can choose to live a godly life now. You 
do not need to live under a reign of sin anymore. (1 John 2:15) 

Romans 6:12-14: ‘Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey 
their passions. Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, 
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and 
your members to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin will have no dominion 
over you, since you are not under law but under grace.’ 

4.6 Learning To Say ‘No’ 

At some point or other it will become difficult for you to say ‘No.’ to temptation. When 
someone goes on a diet - it can be tough to say ‘No.’ to an inviting slab of chocolate. In a 
similar way, now that you are on the path of righteousness, our flesh, the world and the 
devil will throw numerous distracting temptations in front of us. But God wants you to say 
‘No.’ to the wrong things and ‘Yes.’ to the right things. 

Titus 2:11-12 

‘For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, uptight, and godly 
lives in the present age,…’  

4.7 Lordship  

Acts 2:36 'Let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made him both Lord 
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified'. Lordship is one of the central messages of the 
Bible - 747x in the New Testament. Lord means master, one who rules. Submitting to 
Christ as Lord is not about following a set of rules and traditions, but one of heart 
relationship that manifests in outward obedience. Confessing Jesus as Lord implies a 
submission to his Lordship in every area of life (Matt 22:37; Col 2:6).  

This is a full and sufficient salvation. What a great Saviour.  

Review 

Let’s review some of what we’ve learnt in this second study. Answer these questions 
honestly and talk them through with the person discipling you. 

• Are there areas of your life not yet submitted to Christ's Lordship? For example 
in areas of relationships, sexuality, finances, time? 

• Are there sins you have turned away from, yet still feel condemned? 

• Are there people you still need to forgive, or people you need to ask 
forgiveness from? 

• What is the best way to keep free from sin? 

• What is your relationship to the Old Covenant Law? 

• Do you see the Power of the Gospel for salvation and for Life? 

5. Eternally Secure (John 10:27-29) 

Think about it. Before God created the world He was thinking about you. He knew you 
then and decided on your destination. Just as you might get on a bus or train that is 
destined to arrive at a certain place, God pre-destined you to belong to Jesus, to become 
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like Him and to live with Him forever. You have been chosen by God. Acts 13:48, 
Ephesians 1:4-5. 

In Romans Paul calls God’s choice of us ‘the election of grace’. Election seems like an 
unusual word to use. When a country holds a general election the people choose the 
Ruler but in God’s upside down kingdom the Ruler chooses the people. That is ‘God’s 
purpose in election’ (Romans 9:11). 

6. Rewards 

Obedience and faithfulness in the Christian life is richly rewarded in this present life and 
the next (Matthew 5:12). 

Most of the “warning passages” in the New Testament do not have to do with “losing our 
salvation” but loss of inheritance or not inheriting the kingdom and rewards and more of 
God’s presence. (1 Corinthians 3:10–15  and Hebrews 6:1-12) 

Salvation is secured by Christ and through the grace of God, but rewards need faith and 
patience. Let’s go for it. (Hebrews 10: 14, John 10:14-18) 

7. Grace To Succeed 

Receiving the grace of God is like receiving a cheque in your bank account - it gives you 
the ability to do things you couldn’t do before. God promises to give us all the grace we 
need. 

Read 2 Peter 1:3 

‘His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of Him who called us to His own glory and excellence.’ 

You can get all that you need from Him. 

Hebrews 4:16 

‘Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need.’ 

Review 

• When you have failed, how much grace is offered to you? 

• How powerful do you think this new reign of grace is? 

• How important do you believe rewards are in God's kingdom and for what does 
God reward us? 
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Chapter 2 – Water Baptism (Acts 2:37-41) 

Introduction 

There are a number of things different Churches teach about baptism (some, for 
example, baptise infants, others only baptise believers). As a result many people are 
confused about what to believe. 

This lesson is designed to help you understand about what the Bible teaches regarding 
baptism in water and what the Bible says we should do as believers. 

1.  What Does The Bible Say About Baptism?  

1.1 Jesus Is Baptised By John (Matthew 3:1-1)  

John the Baptist points the way. So why was Jesus baptised by John? Jesus wanted 
to identify with people, not as a sinner, but as the saviour. God the Father and God the 
Spirit are both present at Jesus baptism and testify that Jesus is sinless (God the Father 
is pleased, verses 16-17). 

From that time John the Baptist’s ministry decreases and Jesus’ ministry grows. Once the 
King has come the one who was announcing His coming is no longer important. 

Conclusion: Jesus was baptised by John in order to personally and publicly demonstrate 
that He was identifying Himself with people and their need to repent. He Himself did not 
need to repent but was identifying Himself with those who were repentant. 

By being baptised Jesus identified with us. 

1.2 Believers Baptism in Water 

Baptism by full immersion is a vital part of the foundation of the believer’s new life in 
Christ. (Acts 2:38) It is neither an optional extra nor something to leave for a later stage of 
perfection. If you are born again and this has been evidenced by a genuine change in 
your life, you should be baptised as soon as possible. 

The Greek word for baptism, baptizo, means to dip, immerse, wash, plunge, drench, or 
overwhelm. It is used when speaking of dying a garment, an act that requires total 
immersion. 

2. What Is Water Baptism? 

2.1 Who Should Be Baptised? 

Baptism is for believers. Baptism is only meant for people who have genuinely repented 
of their sin and put faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and become His followers. 
(Acts 2:38-41; 8:12, 8:37). As one entered the old covenant by birth and then was 
circumcised, so one enters the new covenant by rebirth and receives baptism as the sign 
of initiation into the Church. 
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2.2 Who Should Not Be Water Baptised? 

• Infants: The New Testament makes no provision for baptism of infants or 
unbelieving children. Baptism presupposes a person understands the Gospel 
and has responded to it. 

• Unbelieving Adults: It is not adult baptism but Believers Baptism. God requires 
of those who believe to be baptised, whatever their age. 

2.3 Why Should A Person Be Baptised? 

• Because Jesus was baptised. (Matthew 3:13-17). Even though he was sinless, 
Jesus was baptised to fulfil all righteousness and God was pleased with Him. 

• In obedience to Christ’s command – he commanded us to be baptised. 
(Matthew 28:19) 

• As a testimony. Being baptised is a testimony to God, the church, oneself, the 
world and the devil that a person has become a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

• Baptism is also a way of expressing your total commitment to God. In other 
words we are giving Him total control in our lives. We are saying to Him, I am 
yours. It is an acknowledgement of the Lordship of Christ. 

2.4 When Should A Person Be Baptised In Water? 

• A person should be baptised as soon after she/he comes to Christ as possible. 
In the New Testament, baptism followed immediately after the salvation 
experience. 

• It is important to realise that believer’s baptism is part of the good news 
presented in the New Testament (Acts 8:35-36 – the Ethiopian Eunuch; Acts 
2:41 – the Day of Pentecost; Acts 8:12 – The Samaritan). 

NB: If the conditions for baptism are not met, all that will happen when a person is 
baptised is that they will get wet. 

3.  The Meaning And Significance Of Water Baptism 

3.1 Baptism Is A Visual Demonstration Of The Gospel 
(1 Corinthians 15:1-4) 

A person is baptised into Christ (saved) when they believe, not when they are baptised in 
water. (Galatians 3:27, Romans 6:3) 

When a person is baptised into Christ, their old man is crucified (Romans 6:2, 6,7,11, 
Colossians 2:11). They are freed from sin’s power, it is no longer their master (Romans 
6:12-14, 18, 22). 

When a person is baptised into Christ, they are united with Christ and receive a newness 
of life (Romans 6:4-5, Colossians 2:13). They are born again (John 3:3, 5, 9; Titus 3:5) 
and become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

3.2 Baptism Depicts Outwardly What Has Already Transpired 
Inwardly In The Heart And Life Of A Believer. (1 Peter 3:21) 

Baptism symbolises a person’s spiritual death (immersion), burial (submersion) and a 
resurrection (emergence) to a new life in Jesus Christ (Romans 6:4). 
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Baptism symbolises the fact that a person’s sins have been forgiven and washed away 
(Acts 2:38, 22:16, 1 Peter 3:21). They are nailed to the Cross and figuratively buried in 
the water of baptism (Colossians 2:14). 

3.3 Is Baptism In Water Necessary For Salvation? 

NO. Baptism does not save a person – Jesus does. Baptism is proof of the fact that a 
person’s sins have been forgiven (Mark 16:16) and that they are a new creature in Christ 
(2 Corinthians 5:17). 

3.4 Are There Any Rewards Involved In Baptism? 

The reward of love. John 14:21 – He who has my commands and keeps them… I love 
and show myself to him. 

The reward of obedience. Genesis 22: 17 – In blessing I will bless you … because you 
have obeyed my voice. 

The blessing of the Spirit. (Matthew 3:16, Acts 9:17-18, 10:47,48; 19:5,6) In the New 
Testament the baptism in the Spirit is often linked with water baptism. 

Review 

• Because baptism should always follow salvation and not precede it, am I sure 
that I am born again? 

• Am I am feeling 100% convinced from the Bible of my need to be baptised as 
a believer? 

On the Day 

Bring loads of unsaved family and friends…have a ‘tea’ afterwards with them – really 
make a missional moment of it. 

Common Questions 

• What if my parents are not happy about me getting baptised? Then it is usually 
best to leave the matter until you have the freedom to make these decisions 
for yourself. Chat to your pastor about it. 

• What if I was baptised as a baby? The Bible actually teaches that water 
baptism should follow repentance, not precede it (Acts 2:38 and Mark 16:16). 
Furthermore, infant baptism is unhelpful because people usually assume that 
this means that they are automatically saved. So, if you were ‘baptised’ as a 
baby, we suggest that you now get baptised as a believing adult. 

• Must I get baptised again if I join your church? No. Baptism was never 
intended as a sign of joining a local church. 
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Chapter 3 – Spirit Baptism 

Introduction 

God never intended life for the Christian to be dull, predictable, or full of defeat, but to be 
fruitful, adventurous and victorious. To settle for less is to fail to enter into the full 
inheritance, obtained for you through the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus 
Christ. When Jesus was raised from the dead and glorified he sent his Spirit to 
empower us through the mighty baptism in the Spirit Acts 2:32-33. The key to 
enjoying this quality of new life is knowing the reality of being continuously filled with the 
Holy Spirit and living under His direction and empowering. In the New Testament, the 
church has become the new place of God’s presence on earth (Ephesians 2:19-22). This 
new Spirit filled international family is what God is growing – not replacing Israel, but 
together with Jew and Gentile – a new family, a new creation. 

A. THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

1.  He Is God 

He is equal with the Father and the Son (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14) and shares 
the same divine nature and attributes (Psalm 139:7-10; Hebrew 9:14). In all things, from 
Creation (Genesis 1:2) to salvation (John 16:5-8; 3-5), the Spirit works in harmony with 
the Father and the Son while voluntarily submitting to them. Everything He does brings 
glory and honour to Jesus (John 16:13-14). 

2. He Is A Person 

Needless misunderstanding and fear arises when the Holy Spirit is thought of as ‘it’, an 
impersonal force of power. The Holy Spirit is actually a person and is often addressed in 
the Bible as ‘He’ (John 16:13-14). Being spirit He does not have a physical human form, 
but He does have a personality. Note some of the personal characteristics and actions 
attributed to Him: He teaches and reminds (John 14:26); He can be lied to (Acts 5:3); He 
speaks (Acts 13:2); He prevents (Acts 16:6-7); He leads (Romans 8:14); He helps and 
intercedes (Romans 8:26); He loves (Romans 15:30); He decides (1 Corinthians 12:11); 
He can be grieved (Ephesians4:30). 

B. THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

His work in our lives involves three areas: 

1. SALVATION 

His first task is to convict of sin (John 16:8) and to call all whom the Father has chosen. 
He then baptises all believers into the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13). All believers 
have the Spirit (Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 2:12), indeed He lives in us (Romans 8:11). 
You cannot have been saved without the action of the Holy Spirit in your life and you 
cannot be a believer or disciple without the Spirit living in you.  
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2. BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 

This baptism is different to (and may be separate from) the baptism into the body of 
Christ at conversion (see Salvation). Our salvation is complete in Jesus and nothing else 
is required, so whether or not you are baptised in the Holy Spirit you are as saved as you 
ever will be. BUT ... without the Spirit we will be poor Christians because if Jesus needed 
the Spirit (Luke 3:21-22; 4:16-21 and Acts 10:38) to live and to minister - how much more 
do we. It must be experimental – baptism is a good word to describe the ‘first conscious 
experience’ and event of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians1:13-14) 

2.1 What Is The Baptism In The Holy Spirit? 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is an intimate encounter with God. When He, in His love, 
meets us and fills us “with an inexpressible and glorious joy” (1 Peter 1:8). 

It is experiential. It is not something you can have had without knowing it. In every 
instance of the Baptism of the Spirit in Acts (2:1-4; 8:14-19; 9:17-20; 10:44-46; 19:1-7), it 
tells of or infers some direct and dramatic experience with God.  

2.2 Results Of A Spirit Filled Life 

2.2.1 Power 

Jesus promised the disciples that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came. 

POWER TO WITNESS (Acts 1:8). We will live and speak with a new boldness that will 
cause us to be seen as different as we get empowered for God's Mission (Acts 4:13). 

POWER OVER SIN (Romans 8:13). The Holy Spirit helps us to be holy, by empowering 
us to overcome sinful desires and temptations. As we submit our body, mind, will and 
emotions to His control He will produce godly character in us - often referred to as the 
FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT (Galatians 5:16-26). 

POWER TO OPERATE IN A SUPERNATURAL DIMENSION (John 14:12; Romans 
15:17-19). We are in a war against strong, supernatural enemies. To trust in natural gifts 
and resources will result in defeat and failure, but to live by the Spirit’s power will ensure 
that we will reign in all the circumstances of life. 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 lists a formidable 
armoury of weapons given to us by God, called the GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT, given as the 
Holy Spirit wills. We are not to simply accept that such gifts exist today, but as in 1 
Corinthians 14:1 we all too eagerly desire them for the up building of the Church and the 
releasing of those under the devil’s power. 

2.2.2 Assurance 

We have assurance through the Baptism in the Spirit, i.e. God sends his Holy Spirit who 
testifies (agrees) with our own hearts - that we are now God’s children (Romans 8:15-16; 
1 John 3:24). This Romans 8 experience creates in the children of God the love and 
confidence by which they are able to cry “Abba, Father.” and exercise the rights and 
privileges of God’s children. 

2.2.3 Understanding 

He opens up the truth of God’s Word to us and enables us to understand it (John 16:13; 1 
Corinthians 2:10-16). 
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He helps our praying become effective, especially when we do not know exactly how to 
pray (Romans 8:26, 27). 

3. SANCTIFICATION 

This means devotion to God through the work of Christ, separation from evil and the 
manifestation of the fruit of the Spirit in my life - Galatians 5:22-24. 

Sanctification is the experience of the Holy Spirit we need daily which may or may not be 
experientially dramatic (Peter in Acts 2:4; 4:8 and then 4:31), but which is necessary to 
live the life of the Spirit (Romans 8:1-17) and to become Christ-like (Ephesians4:13). 
Sanctification is both an act and a process. 

There is positional sanctification. (Hebrews 10:14) The Scriptures teach that the moment 
a man believes in Christ he is sanctified. 

There is also progressive sanctification. (Hebrews 10:14, Romans 12:1-2). The process 
of sanctification continues throughout life (Hebrew 10:13  and 14) and involves the work 
of God in the believer, but also actively involves the believer himself as he “puts off the 
old self ... and puts on the new self” (Colossians 3:5-10) – see Matthew 26:40, spiritual 
disciplines off spot and on spot. Remember as we noted in Lesson 1 that we regard the 
Spirit empowered gospel as the solution not just for unbelievers to come to saving 
faith, but for believers to steadily mature and conquer sin. 

Christ loved the church, and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the Word. He did this so that He would have a glorious and holy 
church, without fault or spot or wrinkle, or any other flaws. (Ephesians 5:25-27)  

C. RECEIVING THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 For many people receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit is just a simple matter of 
asking and they receive. But for others it becomes a matter of difficulty and 
disappointment, so we need to look at the matter a little more closely. 

1. How To Receive The Baptism Of The Holy Spirit 

• God is sovereign, so there is no stereotyped pattern or technique as to how He 
gives the baptism of the Holy Spirit. John 3:8 - “The wind blows wherever it 
pleases. You hear the sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where 
it is going”. 

• The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the sovereign gift of God, but the Bible 
stresses the willingness of the Father to give (Luke 11:13). 

• The only preconditions that Jesus made for the receiving of the spirit were that 
we should believe on Him and that we should desire (thirst) and ask, and keep 
on asking, for Him (John 7:37-39; Luke 11:5-13). 

• Fear is frequently a blockage to receiving. That is why it often helps to seek 
prayer for the baptism in the context of worship. Some folk, mainly through fear 
of the unknown, take the attitude “If God wants to give me tongues, that’s OK. 
But I am not going to seek for the gift.” But that is to ignore the Biblical 
injunction to eagerly seek spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 14:1). 

• Another kind of blockage is, of course, sin. If the Holy Spirit points out sin to us 
then we must repent of it and renounce it before we can expect to receive.  
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• Holy Spirit baptism is experiential. It can be SEEN (Acts 8:18 and 10:44). This 
does not necessarily mean that it has to be seen immediately after prayer, 
and that there may be different degrees of experience. Just as the new birth is 
a unique experience, so is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

• Tongues is normally the initial evidence (Acts 2:3-4; 10:46, 19:6), but some 
people may not ultimately have this gift. Don’t be passive when believing God 
for tongues - you speak, use your tongue - like Peter getting out the boat to 
walk on water, he had to use his own feet and begin walking as he always did.  

2. Four Great Reasons To Speak In Tongues 

2.1 A Wonderful Evidence Of Being Filled 

Whilst I would stop short of saying that speaking in tongues are the only proof of being 
filled with the Spirit, I would certainly say that it is a sure evidence of being filled with the 
Spirit. In Acts it was repeatedly cited as a response to being filled with the Spirit. 

2.2 Tongues Help Us To Pray The Perfect Will Of God 

We know from Romans 8:26-27 that because the Spirit knows everything he always 
prays for us in accordance with God’s perfect will. Therefore, when we pray for a person 
‘in the Spirit’ (in tongues), we can be confident that the meaning that the Spirit is 
attaching to the sounds that we are saying are the exact things that this person needs.  

2.3 Tongues Is A Wonderful Help In Worshipping God 

In 1 Corinthians 14:15-17 Paul specifically references using tongues to praise God, and 
in both Acts 2 and Acts 10 it references them praising God in tongues. I have found 
tongues to be a wonderful help in praising God.  

2.4 Tongues Build Us Up Spiritually 

Paul said that ‘he who speaks in a tongue edifies himself’ (1 Corinthians 14:4) and Jude 
verse 20 speaks of ‘building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy 
Spirit’. Experientially we find that speaking in tongues is a highly edifying experience for 
the speaker. It kind of recharges the batteries of your Spirit. 

Review 

• Have you received the baptism in the Holy Spirit? Can we pray for you now? 

• Please fill in the spiritual gifts questionnaire to get an idea of the spiritual gifts 
you have received. Refer to Appendix A, at the end of this chapter. 

 

D. A LIFE LIVED IN THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT 

The grace of God also means empowerment by the Holy Spirit. We receive the Spirit 
when we are first saved (Galatians 3:2), but we are further empowered for witness and 
service when we are baptised in the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8, 19:1-7). The Holy Spirit in us 
empowers us to live for God and say NO to sin and temptation (Romans 8:9-17). So we 
do not need to go back to law keeping to please God, but we need to obey the Spirit 
(Galatians 5:16-18). If we walk in the Spirit consciously we will obey the Law 
unconsciously. The Spirit will always take you higher in obedience than the Law. The 
Christian now follows the Spirit in pleasing God (Romans 10:4). 
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Remember: 

1.  GOSPEL FACT: 

• You (old self) has died with Christ and raised with Him with a new nature 
(Romans 6:5-8) 

• Our sinful flesh has been crucified with Him so we are no longer slaves to sin 
that originate in my heart (Mark 7:14-23, Galatians 5:24) 

• The Source of all problems lies in the Heart. The Heart creates idols to 
worship instead of Jesus. The Solution to every sin and problem is to forsake 
that idol and to believe the gospel and worship Jesus in the power of the 
Spirit. All behavioural sins are a result of idolatry. All idolatry is the result of 
disbelief in the gospel. Disbelief in the gospel is the result of thinking that 
something other than Christ will satisfy. Only the gospel can melt the heart 
into a new way of living. 

• I have died with Christ and am therefore dead to sin as a realm and a power. I 
now live and move in Christ’s realm (Colossians 1:13 and Romans 6:14) 

• The Holy Spirit in you empowers you to resist sin and live a life pleasing to 
God (Romans 8:9-11 and Galatians 5:16). Grace is a power. 

• Daily the Holy Spirit is transforming us to be more like Christ (2 Corinthians 
3:12-18) 

• The power of the Holy Spirit in me is greater than the ‘pull’ of my heart and 
flesh. His resurrection power becomes my resurrection power. 

2.  GOSPEL LIVING MEANS: 

• I must now live by the Spirit and be who I really am – a new creation in Christ. 
God’s laws are now on our hearts. 

• I must present myself to God and serve God (Romans 6:13). 

• I must not let sin reign in my body (flesh/heart) and its members (Romans 
6:12-13). If sin is left unchecked in my body, it will turn natural instincts of the 
body into lusts (Romans 8:12-13). 

• So yield your members (eyes, hands, feet, mind) to God and serve God. 

• I must walk and live with this understanding. 

3. ONGOING CHRISTLIKENESS THROUGH THE POWER OF 
THE GOSPEL 

Even though I am a new creation in Christ, there are some areas that can rob Christians 
of freedom and need to be dealt with through repentance and faith in Christ. We do not 
keep looking back into our past (because Christ dealt with our past life), but sometimes 
past sin and habits can still have a hold on us and impact on my future. 

• Pain and trauma etc. that occurred after conversion. 

• Sin/idolatry in our lives due to wrong thinking, unforgiveness, addictions, 
destructive patterns reoccurring from the past and family, such as: 

• Childhood abuse and family/generational problems e.g. alcoholism, illness. 

• Various forms of addictive behaviour e.g. sexual, eating, substance abuse. 

• Emotional bondages/strongholds e.g. depression, anger, rebellion, fear, 
unforgiveness etc. 
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• Relational problems e.g. soul ties/emotional entanglements, homosexuality. 

• Demonic or occult bondage and curses. 

• Spiritual abuse e.g. legalism, control, and cults. 

• Cultural problems e.g. racism, ancestor worship, tribalism etc. 

• Behavioural problems e.g. passivity, financial, marriage. 

Remember: 

Changing our hearts through the Gospel is the only way we really change and get free 
from sin and idols that have taken the place of God. So the Gospel is not about you 
simply trying harder and failing, but seeing that Jesus did it all on our behalf and in our 
place. As we believe in Him and what He did for us, we will begin to be able to live Godly 
lives by the power of the Spirit. Being a part of a vibrant local church and being 
accountable to other believers is also helpful in breaking free from sinful patterns. 

Review 

Do you need prayer for freedom in an area of your life? Can we pray for you now? 

 

E. THE OUTPOURED SPIRIT AND HEALING 

The Holy Spirit has also empowered us to heal the sick and living a supernatural life 
(Matthew 10:8, James 5:16, 1 Peter 2:24).  

1. God wants us well 

 Jesus said, “I am willing to the leper”. We also need to be willing to heal the sick. As 
Christians we are in a war against sin, sickness, demons and death. We see in 
Mark’s gospel that Jesus rules over evil spirits, sickness, sin, nature and death. We 
saw we need to change our worldview and thinking over this. (Put on someone 
else’s glasses and see how it affects your vision). 

There is a biblical basis for healing 

(From the healing school by Randy Clark) 

• God is the Lord who heals (Jehovah Rapha), so healing flows out of the 
nature of God. 

• Jesus confirmed the messianic prophecies in Isaiah 35 and 61 by healing the 
sick and demonised. 

• Jesus validated that through the cross (1 Peter 2:24 and Matthew 8:16-17), 
“that evening they brought to him many that were oppressed by demons, and 
he cast out the spirits with the word and healed all who was sick. This was to 
fulfil what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: he took our illnesses and bore 
our diseases”. 

• Every Christian has been commissioned to heal (Matt 10:7-8, James 5:16). 

• The mystery of healing – according to the sovereignty of God there are times 
of lesser and greater anointing for healing (Luke 5:17 and 2 Timothy 4:20). Not 
everyone is always healed when you pray for healing. 

• The motivation for healing is to honour the name of Jesus. 
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3. It Involves Faith, Compassion And Taking Authority Over 
Sickness  

• It’s not just faith in God, but the faith of God – his faith given to us. 

• Let’s look at Mark 9:17-24. Notice: Jesus also asks questions. 

• He interviewed the father (how long has he been like this?); 

• The diagnosis is (is it demonic, sickness, accident etc.); 

• The prayer selection: petition and command in the name of Jesus / forgiveness 
/ repentance / restitution first, ask the Holy Spirit to come, thank God; 

• Post prayer suggestions – encouragement, discipleship, join the church. 

• In Mark’s gospel it describes different types of faith: 

• Weak faith – father with the demonised son Mark 9:17-29 “if you can…”. 

• Some faith – the man with leprosy Mark 1:40-42 “if you’re willing…”. 

• Great faith – the woman with the issue of blood Mark 5:24-34 “if I touched 
even his garments, I will be made well…”. 

• Reckless faith – Blind Bartimeus Mark 10:46-52 “I can’t, but he can…”  

4. It Involves Doing The Stuff As Jesus Trained His Disciples 
Mark 6:7-13  

• He did it and they watched. 

• They did it and he watched. 

• Then he sent them out. 

 

Review 

• Do you need healing in any area of your life? Can we pray for you now? 
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APPENDIX A: SPIRITUAL GIFTS SURVEY 

INSTRUCTIONS: Please do not turn to the response sheet and definitions until you have 
finished the questionnaire. Please read this page carefully before beginning the 
assessment. 

This assessment is designed as a tool to help you discover more about the spiritual gifts 
you have been using. Its accuracy depends on a number of factors and should be taken 
only as a guide for further study and prayer. You may find it helpful to discuss its results 
with someone who knows you well and has seen ways in which God has used you. The 
way God uses you can change over time, so you may like to redo this or a similar 
questionnaire after a few years. 

HOW TO DO IT: The questionnaire contains a number of statements. Read each one 
carefully and ask yourself, "Is this statement true for me?” Then write next to the 
statement, a number between 0 and 5 which most accurately describes your response, 
using the following scale:  

 

0 3 5 

Never 
true 

Sometimes 
true 

Consistently 
true 

 

Remember to respond to the statement as it is written. If it says "I often feel ..." and this is 
definitely true for you, you can respond with a "5".  

You should not need to spend more than ten seconds on each statement. Try to record 
your first reaction to the question as this is usually the most accurate. As you spend 
longer on it you tend to get over-analytical. 

IMPORTANT: Answer according to how you are, not how you would like to be or how you 
think you ought to be. This is very important and if you do not do this it will affect the 
accuracy of your final score. 

WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED: When you have put a number next to each of the 
statements turn to the Response Sheet at the end of the questionnaire and complete that. 
You will find it helps your accuracy if you do not read the Response Sheet and Gift 
Definitions until you have finished the questionnaire. 
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Questionnaire 

Important: Read the instruction on first page carefully before starting to answer 
this questionnaire. 

1. I feel such compassion for hurting people that I actively do what I can to help. 

2. I often get impressions of God's thoughts and feelings about something or 
someone and then have a strong desire to tell the person concerned. 

3.  I like things to work efficiently and effectively and get frustrated when they are 
badly organised. 

4.  I am able to see the specific need a person has for encouragement. 

5.  I have a strong desire to help people with emotional needs. 

6.  I enjoy getting to know people who aren't yet Christians. 

7.  When I see someone with financial need I often want to give to them. 

8.  I am happier following than leading. 

9.  I enjoy spending extended periods of time in prayer. 

10.  I am more concerned with making a person feel comfortable and safe than I 
am with making an impression. 

11.  I want to seek out those who have fallen away from Christ to bring them back 
into the church. 

12.  I have a strong desire to bring truth where there is ignorance about the things 
of God. 

13.  I believe strongly that Christians have been commissioned to heal the sick 
and so I often pray for others to be healed. 

14.  I can challenge and motivate others to achieve common objectives. 

15.  I help those who are unsupported and neglected. 

16.  Sometimes I experience an instant understanding about people, which I did 
not learn by natural means. 

17.  I am able to identify and use the resources available to complete a task 

18.  I will go to great lengths to encourage someone. 

19.  I am able to discern problems people have through the things they say or 
leave unspoken. 

20.  In a social setting I feel more drawn to non-Christians than to Christians. 

21.  I often find my giving is in answer to someone's specific prayer. 

22.  I enjoy saying yes to requests for practical help. 

23.  I feel honoured and privileged when I am asked to pray for someone. 

24.  I feel fulfilled when entertaining people and I have no thought of being repaid. 

25.  I feel compelled to lead by example and to let my life be an example for others 
to follow. 

26.  I enjoy studying the bible and passing on what I have learned to others. 

27.  I have seen evidence of physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual healing in 
people I have prayed for. 

28.  I am willing to lead people to achieve their goals. 

29. I can patiently support those who are going through painful experiences. 
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30.  When I share an insight God has given me, people have become aware of 
their own attitudes or behaviour and have changed  

31.  I have an ability to see a way through organisational problems. 

32.  I have a greater desire to encourage someone than to show them their 
mistakes. 

33.  I am interested in understanding more about people. 

34.  I am confident that people will come to Christ through me. 

35.  When I know that what I give to others is really needed, I don’t worry about 
how it will be repaid. 

36.  I enjoy serving others so they can be free to carry out their ministry more 
effectively. 

37.  When I am made aware of an area of need, my first reaction is often to pray 
about it. 

38.  I am comfortable with all kinds of people and feel at ease with them. 

39.  I am able to understand the burdens that people carry and help them to 
mature. 

40.  I am able to make complicated issues clear to others without compromising 
the truth. 

41.  When I pray for someone to be healed, I am confident that God will touch 
them. 

42.  I see the need to prioritise my work and delegate efficiently to other people. 

43.  I am able to empathise with suffering people and involve myself in their 
healing process. 

44.  I am willing to speak out for God and truth even when it produces an 
unpleasant reaction from others. 

45.  I have the perception to see how an organisation functions and I can use this 
to plan ahead so problems don't arise. 

46.  I am upset when people do not see God's blessings and are discouraged. 

47.  I find it easy to understand the struggles another person is going through. 

48.  I have a deep sense of the lostness of those who don't know God. 

49.  I like to give anonymously to help meet an individual's or a ministry's financial 
need. 

50.  I am a "behind the scenes" sort of person. 

51.  I feel strongly that prayer is the foundation of all other work in God's kingdom, 
and my prayer life is based on this belief. 

52.  In a social setting I make a point of looking out for people who seem to be 
strangers and do not know anyone. 

53.  I am willing to invest time in caring for others and in nurturing their spiritual 
growth. 

54.  I want to pass on truths from the bible clearly that my listeners will be able to 
share them with others. 

55.  There have been times when I have felt physical sensations such as heat, 
cold or tingling in my hands when praying for people to be healed. 
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56.  I am able to inspire people and carry them along towards a goal. 

57.  I do what I can behind the scenes to show God's love to those who are 
suffering. 

58.  I sometimes find it difficult to sympathise with Christians who are struggling to 
maintain their commitment to Christ. 

59.  I enjoy organising things so that they work well. 

60.  When I meet people I try to build up their confidence. 

61.  I am patient and a good listener. 

62.  I am reasonably good at telling other people about Jesus. 

63.  I would like to earn more so that I can give more away. 

64.  I feel embarrassed if people whom I have been helping then draw attention to 
me. 

65.  I set aside regular time to pray for things other than my own needs. 

66.  I enjoy making people feel welcome and at ease. 

67.  I am able to support and lovingly correct those whom God gives me to look 
after. 

68.  I am analytical and good at drawing conclusions from a wide range of 
information. 

69.  I look for opportunities to pray for sick people. 

70.  I initiate new things, which require others to help me achieve them. 

71.  When I see people who are in need, I feel compassion for them and I am 
compelled to respond in some way. 

72.  When I share my understanding of God's feelings for someone, I often find 
they are strengthened and comforted. 

73.  I enjoy paying attention to detail in things that I do. 

74.  I get pleasure in drawing along side people to affirm them. 

75.  I am able to see things that are holding people back in their spiritual lives. 

76.  I often perceive the specific need or block that stands between an unbeliever 
and Christ. 

77.  I get fulfilment out of sharing my possessions or money with others. 

78.  I like doing practical jobs for other people. 

79.  I get excited when I pray because know God works in response to prayer. 

80.  I like bringing people into my home and making them feel at ease. 

81.  I have a strong desire to see people grow in their faith and I am prepared to 
work with them to do so. 

82.  I like challenging others to understand God’s truth and to live accordingly. 

83.  I enjoy praying for others to be healed and often get excited about what God 
can do for them. 

84.  I find that I can communicate ideas to others so that they want to achieve 
them. 

When you have responded to each of these statements, transfer your 
answers to the Response Sheet on the next page. 
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Response Sheet 

Write your score for each statement in the correct box. When you have done this add the 
totals for each column and place this in the empty box at the bottom of the column. 

When you have a total for each category, note the three highest scores and refer to the 
Definitions to see which gifts these refer to. 

Fill in your responses to each statement in these boxes: 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 

43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 

57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 

              

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 

 

Now check your three highest scores against the list on the next page and write the gifts 
they refer to here: 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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LIST OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS & SOME DEFINITIONS 

A. MERCY: The special ability given by the Holy Spirit to respond compassionately to the 
needs of others. Romans 12:8; Matthew 5:7; Matthew 25:34-36.  

B. PROPHECY: 1 Corinthians 12:10: Prophecy is declaring the message of God to his 
Church for the purpose of edification. Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 14:1-40; 2 Peter 1:20-
21. It is the actual speaking forth of words given by the Spirit in a particular situation and 
ceases when the words (given by the Spirit) cease. This may be given in poetic form 
and/or song.  

PROPHETS 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11: A prophet is one through whom 
prophecy is consistently manifested.  

C. ADMINISTRATION: 1 Corinthians 12:28; Exodus 18:13-26; Acts 6:1-7: Administration 
is the ability provided by God for giving direction or guidance to the Body of Christ, to 
perceive the way an organisation works, and to conceive and implement procedures that 
maximise the church's ability to function.  

D. ENCOURAGEMENT/EXHORTATION: Romans 12:8; Acts 15:32; Acts 11:22-
24.Exhortation is the God-given ability which urges the community to pursue a certain 
course of action or conduct that has been revealed by God.  

E. COUNSELLING: The special ability given by the Holy Spirit to perceive and 
understand blocks to personal wholeness and to enable individuals to move on in their 
journey towards personal maturity. 2 Samuel 12:1-14; Exodus 18; Colossians 3. 

F. EVANGELIST. Ephesians 4: 11; Ephesians 4:11; Acts 8:26-40.: An Evangelist is one 
who proclaims the simple message of salvation to those who are non-believers, with the 
result that people become disciples of Jesus and responsible parts of the Body of Christ.  

G. GIVING: The special ability given by the Holy Spirit to share generously what you have 
with others. Romans 12:8; 1 Corinthians 16:1-4; Luke 3:11; James 2:15-16 

H. HELPS/SERVICE: Romans 12:7, 1 Corinthians 12:28: The special ability given by the 
Holy Spirit to find spiritual meaning and fulfilment in undertaking practical jobs which 
enable the body of Christ to function effectively. 

I. INTERCESSION: The special ability given by the Holy Spirit to pray consistently and 
with faith on behalf of others, sometimes for extended periods of time and with higher 
faith. Colossians 4:12; John 17:1-26; Acts 12:5. 

J. HOSPITALITY: The special ability given by the Holy Spirit to make people feel 
welcome, accepted and safe in a variety of settings. 1 Peter 4:9; Romans 12:13; Hebrews 
13:2; Acts 16:15. 

K. PASTORING: Ephesians 4:11-13; John 10:1-18; 1 Peter 5:1-3.: A Pastor-teacher is 
one who provides for the spiritual needs of the flock by leading, feeding and protecting 
those sheep put under his/her care. 

L. TEACHERS: 1 Corinthians 12:28: Romans 12:7: Teachers explain the truth of 
revelation already given, i.e., teaching Scripture.  

M. HEALING/GIFTS OF HEALINGS: 1 Corinthians 12:9. The Gifts of Healings are used 
to speed up the process of healing in a sick person. As there are many kinds of illnesses 
so there are different healing gifts. Healing is that event or progression which a person 
receives in the emotional, spiritual or physical areas of life. 

N. LEADERSHIP: The special ability given by the Holy Spirit to recognise and 
communicate God's purposes and to accomplish them through the motivation and 
direction of a group of people. Romans 12:8; Hebrews 13:17; Numbers 33:1. 
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There are many other gifts mentioned in the Bible: 

APOSTLES:1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11. An apostle is one sent forth by God to 
introduce the gospel into new areas. This introduction is attended by signs and wonders 
which confirm the gospel. The work of an apostle is laying the foundation for the planting 
of new churches. A part of the task is also building up the body by nurturing the converts.  

DISCERNINGS OF SPIRITS: 1 Corinthians 12:10. Discerning of Spirits is the 
supernatural capacity to judge whether the spirit operating has a source that is human, 
demonic, or divine.  

EFFECTS OF MIRACLES/POWERS: 1 Corinthians 12:10: These are events in which 
people and things are beneficially affected by an extraordinary power of God working 
through an individual.  

FAITH: 1 Corinthians 12:9: Faith is the mysterious surge of confidence which sometimes 
arises within a person faced with a specific situation or need.  

INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES: 1 Corinthians 12:10: The interpretation of tongues is 
the God-given inspiration to speak in the language of the listeners, giving to them the 
dynamic equivalent of that which was spoken by the speaker in tongues. It is not a 
'translation.' Both tongues and interpretation may be given in song.  

KINDS OF TONGUES: 1 Corinthians 12:10: These are Spirit-inspired, spontaneous 
utterances in which the conscious mind plays no part. It is speaking in a language 
(whether earthly or angelic) which the speaker has never learned or understood. This is 
used privately by a believer and may be used at will for his own edification.  

WORD OF KNOWLEDGE: 1 Corinthians 12:8: A Word of Knowledge is an utterance 
inspired by God and spoken by an individual. It is an insight into the things "freely given 
us by God" (1 Corinthians 2:12). It shares the truth the Spirit wishes declared concerning 
a specific occasion, person or thing.  

WORD OF WISDOM: 1 Corinthians 12:8: A Word of Wisdom is an utterance inspired by 
God and spoken by an individual. It is "seeing" what God "sees" (and/or "saying" it) and 
applying God's wisdom to a special situation.  

CELIBACY (1 Corinthians 7:7)  

CRAFTSMANSHIP (Exodus 31:3; 35:31-33)  

HOSPITALITY (1 Peter 4:9)  

INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS (Genesis 41:25-32; 38-39)  

JUDGE (Judges 3:7-11)  

PHILANTHROPHY (1 Corinthians 13:3)  

These are some other possibilities: 

ARTS & CRAFT 

MISSIONARY and CROSS CULTURE MINISTRY  

MUSIC  

WORSHIP LEADERS 
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Chapter 4 – Church and Kingdom 

1. Church To Advance The Kingdom (Acts 1 And 2) 

In Acts 1, Jesus met with His disciples and spoke about the kingdom. Throughout the 
gospels He had spoken mostly about extending the kingdom. How was it going to happen 
in an on-going, sustainable, healthy manner? The answer? Acts 2 and THE FIRST 
LOCAL CHURCH is born in Jerusalem. From that moment on, history is the story of the 
establishment and multiplication of vibrant local churches that become lamp-stands in 
communities. This is how the kingdom is advanced. A revelation of Jesus as Lord must 
be accompanied by the building of churches. (Matthew 16) 

The Bible says we have been rescued from the Kingdom of darkness and that we have 
been brought into the Kingdom of the Son He Loved (Colossians 1:13-14). The Kingdom 
of God therefore is the rule of God, firstly over the lives of those who have accepted His 
rule (Matthew 7:21), but also over the whole world and its history. God, the king of the 
universe, rules over the affairs of men to achieve His purposes on earth (Dan 4:34-35) 

It is clear that the Kingdom of God is the central theme of Jesus’ teaching. Jesus went 
throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the 
kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. (Matthew 4:23) The 
gospel of the kingdom which involves far more than the gospel of salvation; salvation is 
only an essential first step. 

1.1 Kingdom And Church – How Are They Related? 

• This issue is one of the most important in understanding the Kingdom yet it 
causes Christians great confusion. Even the Apostles, the founders of the 
church, were asking Jesus just before His ascension (Acts 1:6) “Lord are you 
at this time going to restore the Kingdom to Israel?” demonstrating they still 
had a geopolitical view rather than a spiritual view of God’s Kingdom. Jesus’ 
response was to define the nature of the Kingdom and how it would grow in 
the era between His first second comings. “You will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses… to the end of the 
earth” (Acts 1:8). 

• We are living in the time period when the Kingdom has come but not yet fully 
come, when the present age and the age to come co-exist in tension. In this 
era the Holy Spirit has been poured out on the church in order to preach the 
Kingdom to the ends of the earth until the close of this present age. 

• The church is not the same as the Kingdom. Since Church or ecclesia 
refers to the called out Assembly of God’s people while the Kingdom refers to 
the rule of God over the cosmos – the Kingdom is much wider than the church.  

• The Kingdom creates the Church. As the reign of God breaks into this world 
men and women are confronted with the demands of King Jesus. So the life of 
the Kingdom brings the church into being.  

• The church has been entrusted with the proclamation of the Kingdom. The 
gospel is the gospel of the Kingdom of God and the church is to preach it to all 
nations to the end of the age.  

• Preaching will include doing ‘the works of the Kingdom’ – acts of 
compassion, miracles of healing, standing against injustice – that demonstrate 
the reality of the message. 
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• The church has been given authority and power as the proclaimer of the 
Kingdom. The church is Christ’s body, His representative on earth. The church 
is Christ’s ambassador on earth and has been given the ministry of 
reconciliation. The church has been given the keys of the Kingdom and the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

• The church is to demonstrate the presence of the Kingdom here and now. 
The church lives in 2 ages at the same time, living in this present age but 
experiencing the reality of the “powers of the age to come” (Hebrew 6:5). The 
world should be able to look to the church and see something of God’s eternal 
future – a reconciled, healed and restored people.  

1.2 What Are The Implications For Us? 

• We are not just church–goers, we are Kingdom people. Our lives are to be 
lived under the Lordship of Christ in every area, not just when we are ‘in’ 
church. Our allegiance is first to King Jesus and his bride the Church. 

• The church is a community of the King – our relationships are to reflect the 
new reality of life in the Kingdom rather than old ways of relating. This will 
affect our attitudes and behaviour in every area of life – the way we view 
people from other races and communities, the way we view our money and 
possessions, the way we get married, the way we settle our differences, etc. 

• We must connect the Gospel with our context. These are our cities or 
domains we work in. Domain Engagement involves being 'salt and light' in 
every domain/vocation in life and structure of society. See diagram: 
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1.3 Local Church: Not Just ‘Part Of The Universal Church’ 
(Rev 2-3) 

Christ’s passion for His universal bride is shown in His specific and intimate concern for 
these local churches. The epistles were written to local churches. Acts 2 saw people 
getting ADDED to actual local units of the universal church. 

Christ fills the church, and through the church will fill the earth, one person and one 
community at a time. In Romans 15, Paul declared that from Jerusalem around to 
Illyricum he had ‘fully preached’ the gospel of Christ. How could he say this? Because he 
had planted churches in every region that would ‘fully reach’ their regions.  

Review 

• In what way are you extending God's kingdom within your domain? 

• And within the local church where are you serving and or ministering? 

 

1.4 The Mission Of Grace Generation Church 

Our purpose or mission should also line up with the great commission given us by Jesus 
in Matthew 28:18-20. 

Please remember this and commit yourself to our vision which reflects our biblical values 
and how we are building the local church. 

The Mission of Grace Generation Church is to be a multicultural community of the 
Word and Spirit in Pietermaritzburg, reconciling a generation to the Father through 
the gospel of grace. 
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2. Organising Around Your 
Purposes 

The Circles of Commitment (four 
concentric circles) illustrate who we do it 
with. 

 

The Circles Of Commitment 

The goal of your church is to move 
people from the outer circle (low 
commitment and maturity) to the inner 
circle (high commitment and maturity).  

Jesus Recognised Different 
Levels Of Commitment 

Jesus’ ministry included ministering to the Community, feeding the Crowd, gathering a 
Church, challenging the Committed, and discipling the Core – mainly in small groups. We 
do this through teaching, discipleship and the experience of small groups and 
congregational life. 

3. How Do I Join The Church?  

 “From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows 
and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work” (Ephesians 4:16) 

A hand, for example, is a part of the body because it receives blood and gives blood. In a 
car-crash, a person may be ‘dismembered’ and lose a hand. At this point, the hand 
ceases to be a member because it is no longer giving and receiving ministry. So it is with 
our church; membership is active and functional. The church is not an institution like a 
golf club or a political party, but a living organism. Becoming a member is not about 
signing a form, but about behaving like a member. Every organ (member) of your body is 
meaningfully involved in the life of your body and so it should be with membership of 
Christ’s body, the church. 

Common Questions 

3.1 Is It Acceptable To Be In Two Churches?  

Common sense says ‘no’. You will have a split vision and all the tensions of trying to 
chase two rabbits at the same time. 

3.2 My Church Doesn’t Have Small Groups. Can I Be In One Of 
Your Groups But My Church On Sunday?  

This would be less than ideal. A small group is part of the whole body. You would feel 
torn and uncomfortable and would not really own the vision of the small group. 

crowd 

church 

CORE 
Mature 

Member
s 

regular 
attenders 

unchurched 

members 
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3.3 What Are The Requirements For Belonging?  

• Be born again and commit to being water baptised. 

• Have completed the Connect Course and discipled in a small group. 

3.4 How Will I Know If God Is Calling Me To Join This 
Church? 

You will have an inner witness that you should. You will want to. You will feel excited by 
the vision and people of the church. You will sense the presence of God in the church. 
You will feel challenged and stretched. You will understand that it is not a perfect church. 

4. Our Four Expressions Of Belonging To God's Family 

4.1 Together Through Sunday Gatherings 

In today’s individualistic and independent culture where many things compete for our time 
and energy, it is important to reaffirm meeting together as God's family:  

1. To imitate Christ and the early church: On the Sabbath day Jesus went into the 
synagogue, as was his custom (Luke 4:16). They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to the fellowship (Acts 2:42).  

2. To display God’s glorious body: Visitors often testify to the love amongst us and the 
power of God in bringing our wide spectrum of ages and races and cultures together 
as one in Christ (Ephesians 2:11, Revelation 5:9).  

3. To spur each other on to love, action and serving: “Let us consider how we may spur 
one another on to love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together as some 
are in the habit of doing”. (Hebrews 10:24)  

4. For our own protection: Regular time in worship and sitting under the Word spurs us 
on to love God, hate sin and keep a correct perspective on life.  

5. Sunday mornings are not just gatherings for Christians, but also to reach visitors and 
folk in Pietermaritzburg that don’t yet know Christ. We therefore want to teach 
Christians and reach unbelievers each week because we are a community on gospel 
mission. 

4.2 Together Through Small Groups 

Small groups are communities of friends of +/- 10 people within the wider community of 
our church. The purpose of small groups is to do life together enjoying the three goals of  

• Following God 

• Mission (reaching others with the gospel) 

• Discipleship (fellowship with believers) 

4.3  Together Committed To Giving To God's Work 

But just as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness, and your love for us – see also that you excel in this grace of giving 
(2 Corinthians 8:7). As it sometimes seems that many churches are perceived as money-
making corporations, we have earnestly sought God as to what our approach to money 



 

Grace Generation Connect Course (Vision & Values) Updated February 2013 33 

should be, and how we can ensure that we excel in giving whilst not compromising our 
atmosphere of grace. Here is how we see giving at Grace Generation Church:  

1.  Not a biblical law: Tithing (monthly giving 10% of gross income) is no longer a law 
as it was in Old Testament times. But it is now a principle that, out of respect for the 
greater power of grace under Christ, should be equalled or bettered.  

2.  Whilst many of us will give more than 10%, some may need more time to bring 
monthly giving up to 10%.  

3.  Because we are opposed to any hint of legalism, we want everyone to do this 
joyfully and out of a clear conscience. We should never do so grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver, whose heart is in their giving. 

4. Be committed to the vision of the church in your giving (2 Corinthians 6-15). Give 
planned and purposefully. Giving should not be a last minute thought, but something 
deliberate and meaningful to us (1 Corinthians 16:2). 

5. Give according to what we have. God judges our giving not by how much we give, 
but by how much we keep. Jesus watches what we give and keep (Mark 12:41-44). 

4.4 Together Through Leading And Following 

Leading and following are two vital components of a healthy church and the advance of 
God’s Kingdom.  

Leading: in keeping with the leadership layout of Jesus and Paul, we try to lead gently, 
humbly, down-to-earth and approachably, with servant hearts, through example, with 
God’s authority but respecting individual conscience, and through team (based on 
Hebrews 13:7-24). 

Following: Based on the same scriptures, we encourage followers to follow by emulating 
our example, honouring the reality that we must give account to God.  

4.4.1  Our Leadership Layout 

Jesus is the head of the Church (Ephesians 1:18-23). 

Apostles and prophets continuously lay solid foundations and help us stay on course 
(Ephesians 4, Acts 11-14). Grace Generation Church is in partnership with PJ Smyth 
(God First Church, refer to godfirst.co.za) and his apostolic gift.  

Elders, overseers and pastors: scripture presents a team of elders who oversee the 
church by guarding, guiding and governing the local congregation (Acts 14:23, Acts 
20:28, 1 Timothy 5:17, 1 Timothy 3, Titus 1 and 2, 1 Peter 5). 

Deacons: these are men and women who work closely with the elders by serving as 
senior leaders (see Acts 6, 1 Timothy 3). 

Pastoral Team: this is a team of men and women who to assist the elders in pastoring the 
flock, and they do this mostly through our Small Groups. 

People: who actively participate in our body, and due to unique gifts and passions, many 
will rise into various positions of leadership and responsibility (1 Corinthians 12, Romans 
12). 
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Application: Our aim is to be leaders that are a joy to follow, and we are committed to a 
grace-filled style of leadership. In turn, each member needs to be willing to be joyfully 
submitted to the leaders. 

4.4.2  Who’s Who In New Testament Leadership? 

The best way to talk about the who’s who of biblical NT leadership is to use phrases such 
as ‘leadership layout’ or ‘wineskin’ and avoid phrases such as ‘leadership structure’.  

The Headship Of Jesus 

Colossians 1:18 says Jesus is the head of the church. It is a mighty truth with implications 
that set the entire tone of New Testament leadership.  

1. He appoints the leaders (Acts 20:28). We cannot make people into leaders but 
can observe and note the grace of God on people. We can see the anointing and 
respect the gift of God. A church that honours God's gifts honours God, and 
experiences God's ongoing favour.”1 `

1 Newfrontiers Mag, Vol 2, Issue 04, Sept-Nov 2003, Pg 7. 

2. His under-shepherds must imitate his style of servant leadership.  

3. We must strive to have a biblical leadership layout, rather than our own 
model. Refer to the block on the next page. Leadership gifts listed are grouped 
according to the categories of Ephesians 4 Ministry Gifts, and Local Church Ministry 
Gifts, but there is considerable overlap.  
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Elders, Deacons, Saints 

Paul seemed to think in terms of Elders and Deacons and Saints (Phil 1:1).  

Saints: ‘Saints’ is a generic phrase for ‘the royal priesthood of all believers’ (1 
Peter 2:9) or ‘the body’ (1 Corinthians 12). Within the body are all manner of 
other leadership gifts and a multitude of other spiritual gifts (see 1 Corinthians 
12, Romans 12). Some will emerge as elders and deacons.  

Deacons: Those who have so proven themselves in general situations of 
leadership (see Acts 6, 1 Timothy 3, and the later chapter on deacons).  

Elders: These are the men who lead local churches (see Acts 14:23, Acts 
20:28, 1 Timothy 5:17, 1 Timothy 3, Titus 2, 1 Peter 5).  

Evangelists, Pastors, Teachers 

These three gifts, along with apostles and prophets, make up the five-fold 
team of gifts mentioned in Eph 4. These five gifts are essential building gifts 
that must be operating for the church to be all that God intends it to be. These 
3 gifts are not lesser gifts than apostles and prophets, but there is a ‘firstness’ 
about the foundation laying ministry of the apostle and prophet which may 
also spill out to serve the wider body. (Eph 2:20; 1 Cor 12:28).  
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Apostles  and Prophets 

These were originally the pre-ascension apostles with their unique calling and 
commissioning by Christ. They had the role of being the literal pillars of the 
early church (Mark 3:14; Acts 1:26; Acts 2:42; Acts 6:6). Thereafter came 
other ‘post-ascension’ apostles mentioned in scripture such as Paul and 
Barnabas (Acts 14:14), Andronicus  and Juntas (Romans 16:7), Timothy  and 
Titus, and surely others (2 Cor 11:5). Until the return of Christ we enjoy the 
ongoing ministry of ‘modern-day’ apostles and prophets (Eph 4:11-13).  

 

Review 

• What is the vision of Grace Generation Church and are you willing to follow 
God through the appointed leadership? 

• What domain in society has God placed you in and what opportunities for the 
gospel are you finding there? 

• What is your financial situation like right now? Are you in debt? 

• If you have not already done so, how do you plan to give purposefully and 
joyfully to God's mission through this local church? 
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Appendix B 

Opportunities To Use Your Gifts And Skills To Serve In Grace 
Generation Church 

 

Gifts 
Ministry Opportunities 
These are just some suggestions. Please circle or 
underline your interests. 

Info about 
your gifts 
and skills 

Leadership 
Small group leader or intern, student leadership, 
kingdom kids teacher, etc. 

 

Mercy, encouragement, 
counselling 

Visit & help sick or needy people 
Discipling, Counselling 
Volunteer with our Community Care Project 

 

Intercession,  
Prayer, Faith 

Pray for prayer requests, pray with prayer groups 
(Thursday evening, Friday morning, Sunday 
morning), hospital visits, etc. 

 

Business Gifts Help us with your business or legal skills  

Prophecy 
Evangelism 
Teachers 
Gifts of healing 

Outreach and Prophetic evangelism 
Kingdom Kids and Youth teachers 
 

 

Helps and 
Administration 

Office admin, Sunday Info Desk, Event organising. 
Support specific ministries such Kingdom Kids and 
our publishing and training resource ministry. 
IT support 
Transport – people, equipment, trailer, etc. 
Venue set up – Sundays and other events 
Baby sitting and childminding at events 
Kingdom Kids helpers 
Practical help at church office: Housekeeping, 
gardening, maintenance, event hosting, etc. 

 

Hospitality 

Accommodation - conference guests, etc 
Prepare meals - guests, people in crisis, etc 
Event catering 
Event hosting: welcome people, serve 
refreshments, etc. 

 

Giving 
Giving and assisting with fundraising for special 
projects, such as our publishing ministry. 

 

Music & worship 

Singing or playing an instrument 
Sound team: desk operators need good ears, 
equipment set up need willing hands. 
Data projector computer operator - easy software 

 

Arts and crafts 
Graphic design & photography 
Craft activities for children and youth 

 

 

Please complete a separate form, and communicate your interests with either your small 
group leader, your discipler or our office. 
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Part II Discipleship  
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Chapter 5 – The Bible  

Revelation - General And Special 

When God made Adam  and Eve and placed them in the garden His purpose was to 
have fellowship with them. 

When man fell, sin blinded us and made us incapable of understanding spiritual matters 
without God’s help. God in His love has provided a revelation of His salvation for us. 

The Bible speaks about two kinds of revelation - general revelation and special 
revelation. 

1. General Revelation 

God gave general revelation to humans so they would desire to search for fuller 
knowledge of God and His plan of salvation. 

There are three very important ways that God has revealed Himself to His people. 

1.1 Through Nature 

As we see the beauty of nature, and its perfect order, we realise that its existence is not 
an accident. There is someone who has created it. From nature we receive knowledge of 
God as Creator. We see in nature a reflection of God’s power, glory, wisdom and 
goodness. We read in Romans 1:19-20, “Since what may be known about God is plain to 
them, because God has made it plain to them.” 

1.2 Conscience 

Every man is born with an awareness of moral values which judge his actions, showing 
the Creator to be moral (Roman 2:14-15). 

1.3 Through History 

The study of mankind’s history is another source of God’s revelation of Himself to people. 
The rise and fall of nations and kingdoms is a reflection of God’s power and wisdom in 
accomplishing His plan. Much of what we know about ancient history has been learned 
from accounts in the Bible. 

God has revealed Himself through history, by means of Israel’s understanding of God 
and God’s dealings with Israel. 

General revelation is one of God’s ways of providing man with the knowledge of God, but 
it does have limitations. God ultimately wants fellowship with man, but man cannot find 
God without God’s help. People need a revelation of God’s way of salvation. 

2. Special Revelation 

Redemptive revelation is a revelation of saving acts and words of God in history. This 
revelation is climaxed in the Incarnate Word, Jesus Christ (John 1:14). The Gospel is 
about Jesus and ALL the Scriptures point to Jesus (Luke 24:27 and John 5:39-40). God 
spoke to chosen men and told them to record this revelation. This is how His written 
Word, the Bible, has come to us. In His special revelation God has given us a written 
revelation - the Bible. 
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We will use the SOAP method to discover the Bible and apply truth in your life. 

S - Scripture What do you understand from this scripture? 

O - Obey How can you obey this word? 

A - Apply How can you apply this to your life? 

P - Prayer Pray for people you can share this with. 

The word Bible comes from the Greek word biblos (Matthew 1:1) which means ‘book’. 
Later on, the meaning developed into ‘the sacred books’ (Mark 12:26; Luke 3:4, 20:42, 
Acts 1:20, 7:42). 

The Bible is a unique book. It took 1 600 years to write (60 generations), and there are 
about 40 authors. Some of the authors were kings or priests, others simple farmers and 
fishermen - yet there is perfect harmony in the Bible - they all tell the same story. They all 
give one account of God, one account of man and one way of salvation. This is a 
miracle of God. 

2.1 Biblical Inspiration 

How do we know the Bible is the inspired Word of God and not just wise and sacred 
writings of men? 

Inspiration: Biblical inspiration is the power of the Holy Spirit imparted to the writers of 
the Scripture, guaranteeing the accuracy of their writings. (2 Timothy 3:16-17). In other 
words, the Spirit guided the writers in the employment of the words they were to use, and 
He preserved their writing from all error. 

Thus revelation is the communication of truth that cannot be otherwise discovered. 
Inspiration on the other hand, has to do with the recording of the truth. It results from 
revelation. 

Inerrancy: Not only is Scripture inspired and authoritative, it is also inerrant and infallible. 
By this we mean that it is without error in the original manuscripts. Inerrancy extends to 
all of Scripture and is not limited to certain teachings of Scripture. (Proverbs 30:5-6) 

2.2 Canon of Scripture 

Why were certain books accepted for inclusion in the Canon of Scripture while others 
(e.g. the Apocrypha) were not? Canon refers to a ‘measuring rod or stick’. When we 
speak of the Canon of Scripture, we mean the books of the entire Old and New 
Testaments that make up the body of Holy Scripture. Each book gained its place in the 
Canon through measurement or testing according to certain criteria. 

What Were Those Criteria? 

• Was the book divinely inspired? Did God inspire its writing? 

• Did it contain authentic supernatural characteristics? 

• Was the book written under apostolic authority? 

Remember, the church recognised certain books and letters as inspired by God and 
therefore included them in the Canon of Scripture. The books did not become inspired 
because they were included in the Canon; the church merely recognised they were 
inspired. 
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This recognition began in New Testament times: Peter placed Paul’s letters on par with 
Old Testament Scripture in 2 Peter 3:15-16; and Paul himself effectively claimed 
inspiration (1 Corinthians 7:40). The Old Testament Canon was completed and its limits 
fixed in AD 90. The New Testament Canon was completely ratified at the third Council of 
Carthage in AD 397. 

3. How To Approach The Bible 

1. Always try to understand what you are reading. Get an easy translation or Bible 
study aids if possible. 

2. Mark difficult pieces of Scripture and ask your pastor about it. 

3. The Scriptures are plain - read them that way - do not always look for hidden 
meanings. 

4. Read the Bible in context. Do not just ‘run away’ with one verse in the Bible - but 
read the verses around it, and even the whole chapter, and book; to understand that 
verse, e.g. Philippians 4:19; John 14:13,14; James 4:2,3. 

 It is important to understand how to use the Bible otherwise you can use the 
Bible to prove anything. 

5. Some things in the Word we have to obey, for example no adultery, no swearing, 
no idol worship. Other things are cultural and personal things that we cannot judge 
everyone on, for example wearing hats in church, vegetarianism, etc. 

6. Some things are told in allegorical (picture) form and must not be taken literally 
(Matthew 23:24). 

7. In the Old Testament God began his plan of Salvation and we learn a lot about the 
ways and character of God. In the New Testament God completes His plan of 
salvation in His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus fulfilled everything in the Old Testament 
and therefore we study and live by New Testament principles, rather than the Old 
Testament. 

8. Five basic ways to build the Word of God into your life. 

HEAR the Word (Romans 10:17) 

READ the Word (Revelation1:3) 

STUDY the Word (2 Timothy 2:15) 

MEMORISE the Word (Psalm 119:11) 

MEDITATE on the Word (Psalm 1:2) 

 NO WORD - NO GROWTH; MUCH WORD - MUCH GROWTH: “When your words 
came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear your name, O 
Lord God almighty.” Jeremiah 15:16 

Review 

• What time and place will you keep for your “Listening Room” time each day? 

 Time: ___________    Place: _____________________ 
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A Forty-Day Bible Reading Plan 

 

Below is a forty-day Bible reading plan that will help you gain an overall understanding of 
what the Bible is all about. It will introduce you to some of the most important passages of 
the Bible, and will help you to see the big picture of what God has done. 
 

Day 1 Genesis 1-2 The Creation Account 

Day 2 Genesis 3 The Beginning of Sin 

Day 3 Genesis 15; 17:15-27 God’s Covenant with Abraham 

Day 4 Genesis 21:1-7; 22 God’s Faithfulness and Abraham’s Faith 

Day 5 Exodus 3-4 God Calls Moses to Deliver His People 

Day 6 Exodus 20 The Ten Commandments 

Day 7 Joshua 1 Conquering the Promised Land 

Day 8 1 Sam. 16-17 David and Goliath 

Day 9 1 Kings 3; 8:1 - 9:9 King Solomon’s Wisdom and the Temple 

Day 10 1 Kings 18 The Prophet Elijah and the Prophets of Baal 

Day 11 2 Kings 25 The Siege of Jerusalem and Exile of Judah 

Day 12 Daniel 2-3 Daniel in Babylon; The Fiery Furnace 

Day 13 Ezra 3 Rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem 

Day 14 Isaiah 9; 53; 61 Isaiah’s Prophecy of the Coming Messiah 

Day 15 Luke 1-2 The Birth of Jesus 

Day 16 John 1:1-18 Who Jesus Is 

Day 17 Luke 4:14-44 Jesus Begins His Ministry 

Day 18 Matthew 5-7 The Core of Jesus’ Teaching 

Day 19 John 3 God’s Love for the World 

Day 20 John 5 Jesus’ Miracles and Authority 

Day 21 John 11 Jesus’ Power Over Death 

Day 22 John 15 The Christian Life Defined 

Day 23 John 17 Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer 

Day 24 Matthew 26-27 The Arrest  and Crucifixion of Jesus 

Day 25 John 20 The Resurrection of Jesus 

Day 26 Luke 24 The Ascension of Jesus 

Day 27 Acts 2 The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

Day 28 Acts 9 The Conversion of Saul 

Day 29 Acts 16 The Gospel Spreads to Europe 

Day 30 Acts 26 Paul’s Defence of the Christian Faith 

Day 31 Romans 3 Justification by Faith Alone 

Day 32 Romans 7-8 The Battle With Sin; Life in the Spirit 

Day 33 1 Corinthians 13 The Way of Love 

Day 34 1 Corinthians 15 The Power of the Resurrection 

Day 35 Galatians 5 Freedom in Christ 

Day 36 Ephesians 4-6 Biblical Living 

Day 37 Philippians 1:18-2:18 Christ’s Example 

Day 38 Colossians. 3:1-17 Putting on the New Self 

Day 39 James 1 Pure Religion 

Day 40 Revelation 21-22 The New Heaven and Earth 
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Chapter 6 – Prayer and Fasting 

A.  PRAYER 

1. What Is Prayer? 

Prayer is one of the many spiritual disciplines (habits) we need to build daily into our 
lives, just as Jesus and the early Christians did. This will not only strengthen us greatly 
(1 Timothy 4:7, 8), but will help us become true followers of Jesus and to obey him 
(Romans1:5). 

Why Pray? 

• Prayer changes us as much as it changes the situation. 

• Prayer increases our faith - as we pray for things our own perspective is 
changed by God. 

• God has chosen to accomplish much of His will through us and through our 
prayers. 

• Jesus is our example and He prayed MUCH. 

Jesus Prayed (Mark 1:35) 

• early in the morning 

• in solitary places 

• after work at the end of the day 

• in the midst of success and popularity 

• before making major decisions 

• with regularity 

• honestly 
 

God changes us as we express our emotions to Him, releasing them, not repressing 
them. Jesus taught us to pray (Matthew 6:9-13): 

The Disciples’ Prayer (The Lord’s Prayer)  

This, then, is how you should pray: 

‘Our father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from the evil one.’ 

This is a section of the Bible where Jesus shows us HOW to pray and not what to pray. 
We do not only copy these words; we can learn how to pray from them as well. 
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What Can We Learn From This Passage? 

Our Father - Step 1 

We pray on the basis of Justification (position) not our Sanctification (condition). 
Prayer is based on an intimate relationship. Remember week one where we dealt with 
“Justification” (our position via the great swap). All prayer must be based on love and 
grace, not fear and guilt. God is our Father. 

In Heaven - Step 2 

God our Father is omnipotent (all powerful), omniscient (all knowing), omnipresent 
(present everywhere) and majestic. So our intimacy with God must be matched by 
respect for who our God is. 

Hallowed Be Your Name - Step 3 

We come to a time of worship. To hallow something means to treat it as holy. We have 
a special relationship with the holy God (our Father through Jesus’ work) so we come to 
worship. 

Your Kingdom Come, Your Will Be Done - Step 4 

We bring our requests and intercessions to God. We ask Him to change situations 
which are not yet submitted to His rule and will. We begin with issues in our own lives first 
and seek His will not our own. 

On Earth As It Is In Heaven - Step 5 

We keep on praying until we see answers. Don’t give up until you have God’s best. 

Give Us Today Our Daily Bread - Step 6 

We come to God with our most basic needs. Housing, clothes, food, etc. This means that 
we should pray daily. 

Forgive Us … As We … Forgive - Step 7 

Confessing our own sins and forgiving others. Remembering that our sins need 
forgiveness softens our heart to forgive others more easily. 

And Lead Us … - Step 8 

Pray for God’s active leading and help to avoid temptation. Praying in this way will take 
no less than 10 minutes and probably up to 20 minutes. Don’t just repeat the words; use 
the ‘model’ and enjoy a renewed prayer life. 

2. Hindrances To Prayer 

God is not demanding that we be perfect before we pray – if this were the case we would 
not be able to be saved – but rather that we desire to start the process of removing every 
obstacle in our relationship with Him. 
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2.1 Unforgiveness And Resentment 

Matthew 5:22-24 teaches that we are not to remain angry at our brothers (primarily fellow 
Christians). It also teaches us that before we come to God with our gifts we should deal 
with outstanding issues between each other, even if the resentment is from a brother 
towards us.  

2.2 Unresolved Relational Tension At Home 

In 1 Peter 3:7, we are taught that we should keep our relationship on the home front in a 
godly state to ensure that there are no obstacles in our prayer lives. Ongoing unresolved 
relational tension between family members (especially husband and wife) can become a 
hindrance in our prayer lives. 

2.3 Wrong Motives 

As we get closer to God we may fall into the trap of comparing ourselves to others 
(Galatians 6:3-4). We need to be aware of this because it can make our religion into a set 
of empty works. See Luke 18:10-14 and 2 Chronicles 7:14. James 4:3 goes on to tell us 
that we also do not receive from God when we ask with wrong motives.  

2.4  Unrighteousness 

In Micah 3:4, we see how God chooses not to answer His people because of their 
lifestyles of injustice and wickedness. We are separated from God by sin (Matthew 27:46, 
Psalm 22:1-5) and we need to ensure that we are dealing with any pattern of sin in our 
lives so that our relationship with Him grows: then He will be attentive to our prayers 
(Psalm 34:15-16). 

2.5  Deliberate And Unconfessed Sin 

When we choose to run from God when we have sinned we separate ourselves from God 
so that He does not listen to us (Psalm 66:18). Rather, when we sin we should turn to 
Him for forgiveness and He will show mercy (Proverbs 28:13). We may not continue to 
sin deliberately thinking that God will just ignore our sin because of His love (Romans 3:8, 
Hebrew 10:26). He is holy and desires us to seek holiness too. 

2.6 Not Praying 

James 4:2b states the rather obvious: “You do not have, because you do not ask God.” 
We cannot complain that we are not getting answers if we aren’t even asking. See also 
Philippians 4:6. 

2.7 Not Listening 

At first we may not be used to hearing God’s voice (1 Samuel 3:7-11). But we should 
persevere and ask God to speak to us through His Word and by His Spirit. In time we will 
be able to hear Him more. As His sheep we must listen to His voice (John 10:27). When 
we read the Word and pray we develop our ability to hear God. 

Summary 

Amos 7:4-6 shows that when we are in right standing with God our prayers are very 
powerful and effective.  
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B.  FASTING – Matthew 6:9-13 

“While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting the Holy Spirit said … 
(Acts 13:2) 

Fasting Is Abstinence From Satisfying Various Physical 
Appetites For The Sake Of Prayer And Seeking God. 

This could include abstaining from solid food, liquids, body lotions, marital relations or any 
combination of these things listed. The importance of the phrase, “for the sake of prayer,” 
found in the definition above is that fasting is not dieting for legalistic purposes nor is it 
hunger striking. Further, it must be pointed out clearly that fasting cannot be used as a 
means to twist God’s arm. Rather, it is to quicken spiritual perception and enhance our 
prayer life and it is done in obedience to God’s word. 

Fasting Heightens Spiritual Awareness 

From practical experience and from the account of Jesus’ fast (Luke 4:1-13) we discover 
that denying physical appetites creates a greater awareness of spiritual reality. Once 
again from experience and Jesus’ fast (Luke 4:1-13) we discover that fasting can force a 
contact or combat situation with the enemy, or it can arise out of a combat situation. This 
happens because breakthrough is imminent. This contact often takes the form of a battle 
in our minds as the enemy assaults our beliefs, accuses us or brings condemnation. As 
Jesus did in His time of fasting, we are to combat these attacks with the word of God. 

Spiritual Breakthrough 

When Jesus returns from His time of fasting and praying in the wilderness, Luke records 
these words: “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him 
spread through the whole countryside” Luke 4:14). 

Time Gain In Your Daily Routine 

On average people devote some 2 – 4 hours to eating and related activities each day. 
During fasting this time can be spent in prayer or Scripture reading and study.  

Rest For The Vital Organs 

Many believe that during a time of fasting the stomach and other body organs are given a 
much needed time of respite.  

Review  

• Are you committed to personal and corporate prayer? 

 

• What you trusting God for in prayer right now? 

 

• Keep the prayer journal to record God's faithfulness to you. 
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Chapter 7 – Evangelism And Mission 

Introduction 

We are not a holy huddle. We are on a mission to win the lost. We are intentional in 
making sure that our members are not so busy with church meetings that they do not 
have time to spend with the unsaved. We encourage each other to have more unsaved 
friends than saved. We long for people to accuse us of spending time with ‘tax collectors 
and sinners’. 

Terry Virgo: “the local church is a spirit-filled community of believers who are deeply 
excited about Jesus, and determined not only to love the Lord and one another, but also 
to reach out to the community and win the lost.” 

Bill Hybels: “the local church is a community of people who are radically devoted to 
Christ, irrevocably committed to each other, and relentlessly dedicated to reaching 
those outside God’s family with the gospel of Christ. The church is an unstoppable 
force for good in the community and a testimony to God’s unfailing grace”. 

Evangelism As A Value Isn’t Enough, We Must Be Doing 

The Spirit anoints what we do, not what we say we value.  

How Evangelistic Was The New Testament? 

A key verse is 1 Thessalonians 1:6 – 8. 

We also need a heart and call to reach our city – to target the city for Christ not just the 
Church. Our mission must shape our church not visa versa. This involves: 

• Understanding the strategic power of cities: Jesus moved from Nazareth to 
Galilee on mission. We need to be like Jesus on mission by loving our cities 
Jonah 4:11; Acts 18:9-11. 

• Noticing what happens in your city and understanding the culture(s) you are 
living in. 

• Embrace the energy and blessing of your city. Jonah 1:11 – the wickedness 
causes us to engage not to emigrate. 

• Becoming culturally contextual without compromise gospel truth – contend for 
truth in context.  

• So we don’t need to make the gospel relevant, but rather show our city the 
relevance of the gospel of Grace. 

• See mission grow as a culture in church, not as a department. 

• So we are looking for Me to be Missional (What meaningful contact do you 
have with unbelievers?). 

• Missional Members. 

• Missional Meetings for believers and unbelievers. 

• Use Missional Resources to reach folk for Christ. 
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The Gospel Message 

Although everyone who presents the Gospel will do so in their own special way, there are 
essentially four major points to include in a Gospel message. They are: 

1. God (John 3:16, Psalm 99:9) 

• God is loving  

• God is holy 

• God is just 

2. Us (Romans 3:9-10, Romans 6:23) 

• We were created good, but became sinful 

• We deserve death, both physical and spiritual 

• We are spiritually helpless 

3. Christ (John 3:16, 2 Corinthians 5:15) 

• Christ is God, who also became human 

• Christ died as our substitute 

• Christ offers forgiveness as a gift 

4. You (Romans 10:8-10) 

• You and I must respond 

• You and I must ask Christ to be our forgiver and leader 

• The result is a spiritual transformation by the Holy Spirit 

 

Review 

• Make a list of 5 unsaved friends and colleagues and begin praying for 
opportunities to share the gospel with them. See if they also have prayer 
needs and pray for them. 

 

• Make yourself accountable to one other person for encouragement in the 
ongoing sharing of the gospel. 

 

Application: A Commitment to become a disciple of someone else and to share the 
gospel regularly with those who do not yet know Christ. 
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Appendix C 

Statement Of Faith 

We believe: 

1. In the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments in their original writing as fully 
inspired of God, and accepts them as the final authority for faith and life. 

2. In one God, eternally existing in three persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

3. That Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, and is 
true God and true man. 

4. That God created man in His own image; that the first man, Adam, sinned and 
thereby incurred the penalty of death, physical and spiritual; Adam’s sin and the 
resultant guilt and corruption are imputed to mankind. Man is born with a sinful 
nature, which issues in actual transgression involving personal guilt. 

5. That the Lord Jesus “died for our sins according to the Scriptures”, and that all who 
believe in Him are justified on the grounds of His perfect life and sacrificial, 
substitutionary death. 

6. In the bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, His ascension into heaven, and 
His present life as our High Priest and Advocate. 

7. In the personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

8. In the personality of the Holy Spirit, His regenerating work, His abiding presence in 
the true believer, in the baptism in the Holy Spirit, empowering and equipping the 
believer for service, with the accompanying supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

9. That all Christians are called to a life of holiness, devotion to God and service to 
Him. This service includes a deep concern for the world which He loves, which will 
lead us to seek the salvation of the lost and to care for man’s temporal needs. 

10. In the bodily resurrection of the just and unjust, the judgement of the living and the 
dead, the eternal blessedness of the redeemed, and eternal punishment of the 
lost. 

11. That the whole company of those who have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour, been redeemed by Him and regenerated by the Holy Spirit, form one 
true non-racial Church, and that the local church on earth should take its character 
from this concept. Therefore the new birth and personal confession of faith in 
Christ are essentials of church membership. 

12. In the priesthood and ministry of all believers. 

13. That the Lord Jesus Christ appointed two ordinances – Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper – to be observed as acts of obedience and as perpetual witness to the 
cardinal facts of the Christian Faith; that Baptism is the immersion of the believer 
in water as a confession of identification with Christ in burial and resurrection, and 
that the bread and wine of the Lord’s supper are symbols of the Saviour’s broken 
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body and shed blood which are taken in thanksgiving for His sacrificial death and 
resurrection, until His return. 

14. That the ascended Christ has given various ministries to the Church in order to 
bring all believers to the place of Christian maturity in understanding of truth, and 
the performance and function of their ministry to God. 

15. We believe in applying church discipline as taught in the scriptures: Hebrews 12:5–
11, 1 Corinthians 5:1-13, Matthew 18:15-17. 
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