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SECTION 1: Empowering Spirit 
Introduction 
God never intended life for the Christian to be dull, predictable, or full of defeat, but to be fruitful, 
adventurous and victorious. To settle for less is to fail to enter into the full inheritance, obtained 
for you through the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ. The key to enjoying this 
quality of life is knowing the reality of being continuously filled with the Holy Spirit and living 
under His direction and empowering.  
“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with 
unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 
one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” (2 Cor 3:17-18) 
So unlike the Old Covenant, we in the New Covenant are privileged to experience a growing 
outpouring of the Spirit as King Jesus extends his Kingdom through a Spirit filled people!  
The Spirit In The Old Testament 
There is an increasing excitement in the Old Testament that the time would come when God 
would pour out His Spirit on all flesh: “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my 
Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female servants in those 
days I will pour out my Spirit.” (Joel 2:28-29) 
How Was It Going To Happen?  
Through Jesus! On the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, 
"If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 
said, streams of living water will flow from within him." By this he meant the Spirit, whom those 
who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since 
Jesus had not yet been glorified. (Jn 7:37) 
Jesus' work of redemption was accomplished through the cross and resurrection and he was 
exalted as the new messianic king to the highest place above. Jesus was therefore given 
authority to send the Spirit to us to extend his kingdom and bring many sons and 
daughters to Glory. So when Jesus was glorified, the Spirit came, and came, and came! Acts 
2,4,8,9,10. And he is still coming …. to you … now! In the coming of the Spirit, Jesus himself 
returns to us. John 13:31-33, 14:16-21, 25-26, Gal 4:6.  
Driscoll: We also don't want to focus on the wrong person or the wrong event. This is where 
charismatic theology can go wrong. And so we love the Holy Spirit but the Holy Spirit is given to 
glorify Jesus and not Himself (John 15:26). Secondly we don't want to focus on the wrong event;  
Pentecost rather than the cross and resurrection of Jesus. Pentecost is the application of the 
cross, but not the main event. On the day of Pentecost the Spirit came down on the message 
and pointed to Christ (Acts 2:9-16). 
Community Of The Spirit 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and 
members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a 
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit (Eph 2:19-22). 
The book of Acts records repeated instances of people being filled with, and operating in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Paul reminded the Thessalonians that his gospel had come to them not 
in word only, but in power and in the Holy Spirit (1 Thessalonians 1:5).  
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The Church As God’s New Temple 
Paul ties the Spirit’s presence amongst us to OT temple imagery. He does so; clearly passionate 
that we are to be a Spirit filled community that is a vividly contrasting alternative to the ‘pagan 
temples’ of our day. 
In the New Testament, the church has become the new place of God’s presence on earth 
(Ephesians 2:19-22). This new Spirit filled international family is what God is doing – not 
replacing Israel, but together with Jew and Gentile – a new family, a new creation! Let’s therefore 
look at the Person and work of the Holy Spirit. 

A. The Person Of The Holy Spirit 
1.  HE IS GOD 
He is equal with the Father and the Son (Matt 28:19; 2 Cor 13:14) and shares the same divine 
nature and attributes (Psalm 139:7-10; Hebrew 9:14). In all things, from creation (Genesis 1:2) to 
salvation (John 16:5-8; 3-5), the Spirit works in harmony with the Father and the Son while 
voluntarily submitting to them. Everything He does brings glory and honour to Jesus (John 
16:13-14). 
2. HE IS A PERSON 
Needless misunderstanding and fear arises when the Holy Spirit is thought of as ‘it’, an 
impersonal force of power. The Holy Spirit is actually a Person and is often addressed in the 
Bible as ‘He’ (John 16:13-14). Being spirit He does not have a physical human form, but He does 
have a personality. Note some of the personal characteristics and actions attributed to Him: He 
teaches and reminds (John 14:26); He can be lied to (Acts 5:3); He speaks (Acts 13:2); He 
prevents (Acts 16:6-7); He leads (Rom 8:14); He helps and intercedes (Rom 8:26); He loves 
(Rom 15:30); He decides (I Cor 12:11); He can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30). 
3. HOW DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT WORK IN US? 
He works in different ways in us. 
• There is the quickening of the Spirit in conversion. 
• Regeneration before expressing faith and repentance (John 3:5). 
• Power for witness: baptism in the Spirit and sealing of faith (Eph 1:13). Brings great 

assurance, subjective experience and gifts. 
• Ongoing in-fillings (Eph 5:18).  

B. Importance of the Holy Spirit Biblically 
Read Acts 1:8; 2:39; 8:14-17; 19:1-7, John 7:37-39, Eph 1:13-14, Heb 6:5 (powers of age to 
come) and Luke 11:11-13.  
• Promise of New Testament is that we will corporately be a Spirit filled community. No longer 

going to the temple to meet God there, but now a new dwelling of God by His Spirit.  
• Each believer needs a dynamic in the Spirit. Mark of a Christian in the New Testament is 

who has the Spirit (Rom 8:9).  
• The Old Testament failed because it was not accompanied by empowering Spirit. 
• The Church is God's new people on earth and the place of his presence (1 Peter 2:4-5).  
• The Spirit is a deposit of what is to come (2 Cor 5:5). 
• It is the doorway for the gifts to be given and released (Rom 12:6-8 and 1 Cor 12:7).  
• The Kingdom advances in the presence of the Holy Spirit (Matt 12:28). 
And so then the Holy Spirit is the supreme gift of the New Covenant. When the Bible talks 
about the gift of God it refers to the gift of the Holy Spirit. 'If you knew the gift of God', said Jesus 
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to the woman at the well. 'Tasting the Heavenly gift' says Hebrews chapter 6. He is the supreme 
gift of the New Covent and of what God did in the Lord Jesus Christ and in what was inaugurated 
on the day of Pentecost. 
The Holy Spirit is given for New Covenant ministry 2 Cor 3:6. The law was given 50 days 
after the Passover lamb was slain when the Israelites left Egypt. Exodus 12:1 – 3. Pentecost 
was when the law was given at Mt Sinai (3000 died). The Old Covenant begins with the giving of 
the law. Then Jesus dies at Passover as the Lamb of God and 50 days later the Spirit is poured 
out at Pentecost – the beginning of the new era of the Spirit when heaven breaks in (3000 
saved). We are now no longer under the Law (Romans 10:4). 
New Testament Christian activity therefore looks like this: signs, wonders, miracles and gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, preaching Christ in the power of the Spirit. 
Jesus’ own ministry is an example for us to follow John 14:11-14: “…or else believe on 
account of the works themselves. Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do 
the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the 
Father. Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If 
you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 
The example of the early leaders is also helpful.  
Acts 5:12 ‘Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of 
the apostles.’ 
1 Cor 2:4-5 gives us Paul’s approach: ‘and my speech and my message were not in plausible 
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith might not rest in 
the wisdom of men but in the power of God.’ 
1 Cor 12-14 is a lengthy discussion on the use of the gifts in the local church context. 

C.  Importance Of The Holy Spirit Historically 
Many of us and our churches came out of the charismatic awakening in 1959 that followed the 
1859 Great awakening in America and Britain. And God wants to do it again. That’s our history 
and so we don’t want to drift loose from our Biblical and Historical moorings through subsequent 
generations (Phil 3:12-16).  
Times Of Refreshing  Acts 3:19-21   
God sends waves of the Holy Spirit to the church; reviving the church. Renewal = refresh. 
Reform = correct abuses and practice. Restore = return to their original condition and beyond. 
Revive = Awaken. Church history has thus far been through three historic waves: the early 
church, Protestantism, Pentecostalism. 
1.  First wave: Acts 2:1 Out of the cross and Ascension the Holy Spirit is poured out and 
leads to worldwide mission.  
• The role of Scripture, Creeds, Nicene, the Trinity and the atonement is embraced by the 

Church. 
• Then coldness and law and hierarchy crept in through the dark ages: worshipping statues, 

Mary, bones of the Saints. 
2.  The second wave in the 16th century: the Reformation with Luther and Calvin. 
• Waves of revival again as the church and biblical truth was rediscovered. Justification by 

faith alone through grace alone for the glory of God alone not by works. 
• The church was made up of the saved and people were baptised as believers. Scripture 

only (solar scriptura) as authority as opposed to church tradition as authority. 
• Great missionary waves - the first and second great evangelical awakening. Wesley said 
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the world is my parish. 
The brethren and the Salvation Army arose as they attacked the devils stronghold and began a 
massive worldwide missionary movement in the 19th century. God gave them new methods: 
army uniforms and teaching us to do fresh things in their generation to win the lost.  
3.  The Third Wave Was Pentecostalism In 1900's.  
• The Azusa Street revival: Seymour and Parkham spread revival through the world with 

tongues and the baptism in the Spirit. 
• 1906 the Welsh revival: within two years it touched 5 million people. 
4.  The Fourth Wave In The 1960s With The Charismatic Movement. 
Rediscovery of the apostolic and prophetic gifting, priesthood of all believers and the gifts, new 
churches and new wineskins for the new wine. 1 Corinthians 12 to 14 made sense again. In 
South Africa there was Andrew Murray, Nicolas Bengu, David Du Plessis, Pastor Duma, John G 
Lake and the restoration of healing.  
‘And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about…’ those charismatic church fathers, 
and early preachers of power, of the Anabaptists and Waldensians, the Moravians, the Wesleys 
and the mighty George Whitefield, Spurgeon and the Booths, the Welsh revivals, the Second 
Great Awakening, William Wade Harris, of William J Seymour, the Jeffreys brothers, and 
Wigglesworth, of the ‘Healing Revival’, of Reinhard Bonke or Ram Babu and Brother Yun. All 
these ones and many others too are examples of how God continues to respond to faith in Him 
in astonishing power. 
Where is the power in the church today? (Gordon Fee from “Paul, the Spirit and the People of God”) 

Contemporary Christians have a right to be concerned: in an increasingly secular and 
individualistic world, the church is regularly viewed as irrelevant and old fashioned. The early 
church experienced life of the Spirit who made the work of Christ an effective reality in their lives, 
thus making them a radical alternative to their culture.  
If today’s church is going to recapture the effectiveness of the early church we need to stop 
paying mere lip service to the Spirit and to recapture Paul’s perspective: the Spirit as the 
experienced, empowering return of God’s own personal presence in and among us, who enables 
us to live radical lives of witness, service and purity. 
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SECTION 2: The Work Of The Holy Spirit 
He works in our lives in a number of ways: Salvation, Baptism and Sanctification. 

A. SALVATION 
His first task is to convict of sin (John 16:8) and to call all whom the Father has chosen. He then 
baptises all believers into the body of Christ at conversion (1 Cor 12:13a). Here the Holy Spirit is 
the agent and the church is the element. All believers have the Spirit (Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 2:12), 
indeed He lives in us (Rom 8:11). You cannot have been saved without the action of the Holy 
Spirit in your life and you cannot be a believer without the Spirit living in you.  

B. BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 
This baptism is different to (and may be separate from) the baptism into the body of Christ at 
conversion. Our salvation is complete in Jesus and nothing else is required, so whether or not 
you are baptised in the Holy Spirit you are as saved as you ever will be! BUT ... without the Spirit 
we will be poor Christians because if Jesus needed the Spirit (Luke 3:21-22; 4:16-21 and 
Acts 10:38); how much more do we! It was promised in the Old Testament (Joel 2:28-32). 
1. What Is The Baptism In The Holy Spirit? 
The baptism of the Holy Spirit is an intimate encounter with God. When He, in His love, meets 
us and fills us “with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory” (1 Pet 1:8). 
It is experiential. It is not something you can have had without knowing it. In every instance of 
the Baptism of the Spirit in Acts (2:1-4; 8:14-19; 9:17-20; 10:44-46; 19:1-7), it tells of or infers 
some direct and dramatic experience with God. The ‘first conscious experience’ of the Holy 
Spirit.   
• It is when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, is poured out from the risen Christ, and brings 

power for witness, assurance and releases God’s gifts in your life. 
• There are different terms to describe this experience: 

o Acts 2: promise of the Father. 
o 1 Peter 1:8: Filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy. 
o Ephesians 1:13 and 2 Corinthians 1:22: “Sealing” of the Spirit when the Holy Spirit 

seals our faith and sonship. Speaks of ownership, security and protection. 
L. Jones: Just as the Charismatic movement has often been an experience without a 
theology; it is just as bad to have a theology without an experience. We see in the book of Acts a 
wonderful balance between Word and Spirit. It is how the Church makes progress and how when 
the Church lost its way and power - God poured out his Spirit again. L. Jones: 'There is 
nothing, I am convinced, that so 'quenches' the Spirit as the teaching which identifies the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost with regeneration. 
M. Eaton: The Giver Of Spiritual Experience 
The Spirit is the one who gives spiritual experience. We are meant to experience God; we are 
meant to be conscious of God. We need to feel that God is at work in us and know something of 
the leading of the Holy Spirit. There are so many people who seem to think that you live the 
Christian life without experience of God in this manner. Separation of spirituality from theology - I 
am left with a theology without a clear or ongoing experience.  
The problem with the current influential evangelical position (that you receive the baptism of the 
Spirit non experientially at conversion) is the problem of methodology. To take one or two texts (1 
Cor 12:13, Eph 5:18) that don't speak about baptism in the Spirit and to build an entire case on it 
while dismissing the rest of Scripture. This is ironically unbiblical methodology! 
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1.1 Power 
Jesus promised the disciples that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit would come 
upon them. 
• POWER TO WITNESS (Acts 1:8). We will live and speak about Christ with a new boldness 

that will cause us to be seen as different (Acts 4:13). 
• POWER OVER SIN (Rom 8:13). The Holy Spirit helps us to be holy, by empowering us to 

overcome sinful desires and temptations. As we submit our body, mind, will and emotions 
to His control, He will produce godly character in us; often referred to as the FRUIT OF THE 
SPIRIT (Gal 5:16-26). See Section 3 for more on fruit of the Spirit. 

• POWER TO OPERATE IN A SUPERNATURAL DIMENSION (John 14:12; Rom 15:17-19). 
We are in a war against strong, supernatural enemies. To trust in natural gifts and 
resources will result in defeat and failure, but to live by the Spirit’s power will ensure that we 
will reign in all the circumstances of life. 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 lists a formidable armoury of 
weapons given to us by God, called the GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT, given as the Holy Spirit 
wills. As in 1 Corinthians 14:1 we are all to eagerly desire the gifts for the building up of the 
Church and witnessing to those in the marketplace. 

• The gifts of the Spirit are released through Spirit baptism and natural gifts (from birth) are 
empowered. 1 Corinthians 12:7 (refers to the 'dancing hand of God' in giving gifts) and 
1 Corinthians 14:1-6 and Romans 12:3-8 and Ephesians 4:7-11. They are signs of the 
Spirit’s presence among us. Jesus is being glorified as Lord through unity, gifts 
manifested and fruit. Gifts of the Spirit are received and not achieved. 

1.2 Assurance 
We have assurance through the baptism in the Spirit, i.e. God sends His Holy Spirit who testifies 
(agrees) with our own hearts - that we are now God’s children (Rom 8:15-16; 1 John 3:24). This 
Romans 8 experience creates in us the love and confidence by which we are able to cry “Abba, 
Father!” and exercise the rights and privileges of God’s children. 
Is power that arises out of assurance; it is not mechanical power. It is sonship sealed and 
confirmed (Ephesians 1:13) and leads to great boldness and liberty of speech and action. It is 
the highest form of assurance. It is the internal witness of the Spirit - very personal and secret 
to you. 
1.3 Understanding 
Here we see a valuable three-fold work of the Spirit: 
• He opens up the truth of God’s Word to us and enables us to understand it (John 16:13; 

1 Cor 2:10-16). 
• He helps our praying become effective, especially when we do not know exactly how to 

pray (Rom 8:26, 27). 
• He helps us understand the deep things of God and the things freely given us by God. 
2. How To Receive Baptism Of The Holy Spirit 
People need to be biblically convinced. Open the scriptures to build faith in promises of God. 
(Acts 1:8, 2:4, 19:1) 
God is sovereign, so there is no stereotyped pattern or technique as to how He gives the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit. John 3:8: “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do 
not know where it comes from or where it goes.” 
• The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the sovereign gift of God, but the Bible stresses the 

willingness of the Father to give (Luke 11:13). 



 

CRAIG BOTHA. EMPOWERING HOLY SPIRIT. APRIL 2013    
      

 

 

9 

• The only preconditions that Jesus made for the receiving of the Spirit were that we should 
believe in Him and that we should desire (thirst) and ask, and keep on asking Him (John 
7:37-39; Luke 11:5-13). We receive the Spirit by faith (Gal 3:2). 

• Fear is frequently a blockage to receiving. That is why it often helps to seek prayer for the 
baptism in the context of worship.  

Some folk, mainly through fear of the unknown, take the attitude “If God wants to give me 
tongues, that’s OK. But I am not going to seek for the gift.” But that is to ignore the biblical 
injunction to eagerly seek spiritual gifts (1 Cor 14:1). 
• Another kind of blockage is, of course, sin. If the Holy Spirit points out sin to us then we 

must repent of it and renounce it before we can expect to receive - see Acts 5:32. 
• Many first world people struggle to relate to a biblical mindset of healing and signs and 

wonders because of a rational and materialistic mindset (worldview) which results in a 
rational Christianity with minimal power and experience. Western dualistic faith has often 
separated the spiritual and material and the secular and sacred (we are technologically 
overdeveloped, but spiritually underdeveloped). In this unbiblical position; to know is to 
have the right information and to believe is to give mental assent to truth and teaching, 
regardless of personal experience! World views are lenses in how you see reality - even 
your Christian reality. 

• Holy Spirit baptism is however, experiential. It can be seen and felt (Acts 8:18; 10:44). 
There may also be different degrees of experience. Just as the new birth is a unique 
experience, so is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

• Tongues is normally the initial evidence (Acts 2:3-4; 10:46; 19:6), but some people may not 
ultimately have this gift. Don’t be passive when believing God for tongues. You speak, use 
your tongue - like Peter getting out the boat to walk on water, he had to use his own feet 
and begin walking as he always did! (Matt 14:29). He used his natural apparatus (legs) in a 
supernatural way (walking on water). If you don't speak with your own tongue you won't 
speak in tongues.  

• Give practical instruction - Jesus is the baptiser - not us. Lay on hands (1 Tim 4:14). See if 
folk did receive - ask them! (Acts 19:2). Encourage folk to step out in serving God and 
exercising gifts both in our meetings and in the marketplace. 

C. Gifts Of The Holy Spirit (Charismata) 
1 When you were baptised in the Spirit, God gave you something: spiritual gifts which are 
an expression of God’s power at work in the church and in the world. In 1 Cor 12:7 phanerosis is 
the dancing hand of God anointing us. Spiritual empowering or anointing equips you for service. 
The gifts of the Holy Spirit are the tools which enable one to fulfil ministry for God. The gifts are 
received by impartation through the baptism in the Spirit. (Acts 1:8, 1 Cor 12:7-11, Rom 12:1-8 & 
Eph 4:7-16) The purpose of the gifts is to edify the body, equip the saints and glorify God. The 
motive is love (1 Cor 13). As we grow in our use of the gifts, they can develop into powerful 
ministries in the Body of Christ and in the marketplace. The gifts are also best developed in a 
climate of risk-taking and willingness to fail. It is for our meetings and in the marketplace; to 
extend the Kingdom of God and for mission. 
2 Do not neglect your GIFTS but stir them up and keep seeking God for more of himself 
(2 Tim 1:3-7). When Timothy was appointed to ministry, he was given extra enablings of Holy 
Spirit (1 Tim 4:14).  
So keep on being filled (Acts 4:31, Eph 5:18) looking to the Spirit for empowerment! You may 
grow in other areas of gifting as you step out for God. Keep looking to Jesus to fill you. 
• Get rid of sin and other blockages in your life.  
• Be aware of personal weaknesses (not sin). Timothy was timid (1 Cor 16:10). 
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• It is good to work in a team with others that compliment your gift. Timothy worked with Paul. 
Paul fathered him and knew his background. 

• Be passionate and not passive about spiritual gifts (1 Cor 14:1). 
• Be aware of what gift(s) you have received and use them for God's glory. If God has given 

you a gift of encouragement, He wants you to encourage. If God has given you a gift of 
giving, He wants you to give. If God has given you a gift of leadership, He wants you to 
lead!  

3 God has given us gifts and passions. Passions are the dreams and visions we have in 
God, e.g. to work with children. Gifts are the spiritual abilities God gives us to do our passions, 
e.g. being a children’s teacher or organising children’s camps or leading children’s worship or 
caring for children.  
Gifts may vary in strength according to your faith and measure (Rom 12:6). Remember the Body 
of Christ functions like a human body. My purpose is determined by my gift mix (Prov 18:16). 
God’s will for my life is written in me in the way He has gifted me. This diagram illustrates 
how we grow in the prophetic gift: 

    Man’s words 

 
     
  God’s words 

WEAK PROPHETIC 
WORD 

(IMMATURE) 

 

AVERAGE PROPHETIC 
WORD 

STRONG PROPHETIC 
WORD 

(MATURE) 

 
4 There are also different groups of gifts: 
4.1 Revelatory gifts 
• Wisdom: Seeing what God sees and applying His wisdom to a specific situation. 
• Knowledge: Insight, secret revelation and utterance of things freely given by God. 
• Discerning of Spirits: Supernatural capacity to judge whether person or spirit is human, 

demonic or divine. 
4.2 Power 
• Faith: Mysterious surge of confidence that arises when person is faced with specific 

situation. 
• Healing: To speed up emotional, physical and spiritual healing. 
• Miraculous powers: Extraordinary power 
4.3 Inspiration 
• Prophecy: Message of God to the church for encouragement. Words or song involves 

building up, challenging and comfort. 
• Tongues: Another language, earthly or heavenly which the speaker does not understand, 

for personal edification. 
• Interpretation: Not translation, to bless body. Words or song. 
4.4 Other gifts (Rom 12:3-8) 
• Serving: Holy Spirit led response to need in church or community. 
• Encouraging: Urging and coming alongside other to fulfil will of God.  
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• Giving: Sharing money, food, clothing etc for needy.  
• Mercy: Compassion and forgiveness and practical care. 
• Leadership: To cast vision, motivate and direct people to harmoniously accomplish 

purposes of God. 
• Helps: To free up others in leadership, ministry, so work progresses. 
4.5 People as gifts (Eph 4:7-11) Jesus gave these gifts as he ascended. 
• Apostle: Pioneers, planters, foundation layers, fathers, raise sons, signs and wonders. 
• Prophet: Spokesmen, visionary seer, laying foundations, need to work with apostles. Local 

churches should be built on prophetic revelation that is coupled with apostolic wisdom. Both 
these gifts need to be part of the foundation of new Testament church life (Ephesians 2:20). 
Apostles and Prophets are gifts that ‘reveal’ Jesus and his building purposes for the 
church.  They also help to mature and unite the church (Eph 4:11-13). Apostles come first 
in that foundation process and govern the building process and Prophets guide the people.  

• Pastor: Shepherd, leaders, teaches, protects sheep. 
• Teacher: Teaches. 
• Evangelist: calls people to salvation in Christ and equips the Church to do likewise. 
4.6 The apostle Peter breaks the gifts down into two categories (see 1 Pet 4:10-11): 
• Speaking gifts 
• Serving gifts 
4.7 So enjoy your S-H-A-P-E 
 S   unwrap your spiritual gifts 
 H   listen to your heart 
 A   apply your abilities 
 P   Use your personality 
 E   Use your different experiences you go through in life to exercise your gifts. 
4.8 Gifts are varied. God has given different gifts, various degrees of talents and gifting (Matt 
25:14-15), different workings in each situation and through various temperaments. What a 
creative God! 
4.9  Believe God has given you something. Believe His Word. (1 Cor 12:7) 
• Keep seeking God, stay filled, be obedient - step out in faith. Start serving. Use it or lose it. 

Remember FAITH is spelt RISK! 
• Listen to your own desire, what areas of ministry or service draw you? 
• Others may confirm a gift in you or stir a similar gift in you. Stay open to encouragement, 

honouring and correction. Remember life is released in a culture of honour! (Rom 
12:10).  

4.10 Healing 
God wants us well. Jesus said, “I am willing to the leper” (Matt 8:1-3). We also need to be 
willing to heal the sick. God wants to heal the sick and our salvation and healing is in the Cross. 
Healing is the mercy of God to a broken world. As Christians we are in a war against sin, 
sickness, demons and death. We saw in the gospels that Jesus rules over evil spirits, sickness, 
sin, nature and death.  
There is a biblical basis for healing. (From the healing school by Randy Clark) 
• God is the Lord who heals (Jehovah Rapha), so healing flows out of the nature of God. 
• Jesus confirmed the messianic prophecies in Isaiah 35 and 61 by healing the sick and 

demonised, “that evening they brought to him many that were oppressed by demons, and 
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he cast out the spirits with the word and healed all who was sick. This was to fulfil what was 
spoken by the prophet Isaiah: he took our illnesses and bore our diseases”. 

• Jesus validated that through the cross (1 Peter 2:24 and Matt 8:16-17). Every Christian has 
been commissioned to heal (Matt 10:7-8, James 5:16). 

• The mystery of healing – according to the sovereignty of God there are times of lesser and 
greater anointing for healing (Luke 5:17 and 2 Timothy 4:20). Not everyone is always 
healed when you pray for healing. 

• The motivation for healing is to honour the name of Jesus. 
It involves faith, compassion and taking authority over sickness.  
• It’s not just faith in God, but the faith of God – his faith given to us. 
• Let’s look at Mark 9:17-24. Notice: Jesus also asks questions. 

o He interviewed the father (how long has he been like this?); 
o The diagnosis is (is it demonic, sickness, accident etc.); 
o The prayer selection: petition / command in the name of Jesus / forgiveness / repentance 

/ restitution first, ask the Holy Spirit to come, thank God; 
o Post prayer suggestions – encouragement, discipleship, join the church, go and sin no 

more! 
• In Mark’s gospel it describes different types of faith: 

o Weak faith – father with the demonised son Mark 9:17-29 “if you can…”. 
o Some faith – the man with leprosy Mark 1:40-42 “if you’re willing…”. 
o Great faith – the woman with the issue of blood Mark 5:24-34 “if I touched even his 

garments, I will be made well…”. 
o Reckless faith – Blind Bartimeus Mark 10:46-52 “I can’t, but he can…”  

D. SANCTIFICATION: Fruit Of The Spirit 
Gifts are different from the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-26). You may be lacking in fruit 
(character) and still operate for a season in your spiritual gift (Samson). Eventually bad character 
issues (idols) in your life will ruin your effectiveness for God (Judges 16, 3 John 9). God wants us 
to exercise our gifts and grow in the fruit of the Spirit. 
How do we do this? 
The Holy Spirit in us empowers us to live for God and say NO to sin and temptation 
(Rom 8:9-17). So we do not need to go back to law keeping to please God, but we need to obey 
the Spirit (Gal 5:16-18). If we walk in the Spirit consciously we will obey the Law unconsciously. 
The Spirit will always take you higher in obedience than the Law. The Christian now follows the 
Spirit in pleasing God (Rom 10:4). Obedience is now from the heart (Rom 6:17) and allegiance to 
a Law code had been replaced by allegiance to a person - the risen Christ!  
Walking by the Spirit and obeying the Holy Spirit will lead to the appearing of the fruit of 
the Spirit in your life Galatians 5:16. The 'works' of the flesh are easy and we can 'do' them 
immediately. Fruit of the Spirit comes more slowly and indirectly. It involves resisting the flesh 
and idols and being sensitive to the Holy Spirit. The result will be the character of Christ that will 
appear in us. We are to live the Christian life therefore by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
According to Galatians 5:16-26, only the Spirit can truly counteract the desires of the flesh. 
But this must be accompanied by the renewing of the mind (Rom 12:1-4). We are more than 
just sinners saved by grace. We are new creatures living amidst the 'breaking in' of a new age, 
with new natures, empowered by the Holy Spirit (2 Cor 5:16-17). 
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Remember: 
FACT 
• I (old sinful self) have died with Christ and have been raised with Him with a new nature 

(Rom 6:5-8) 
• I am therefore dead to sin as a realm and a power. I now live and move in Christ’s realm 

(Col 1:13 and Rom 6:14) 
• The Holy Spirit in me empowers me to resist sin and live a life pleasing to God (Rom 8:9-11 

and Gal 5:16). Grace is a power! 
• Daily the Holy Spirit is transforming me to be more like Christ (2 Cor 3:12-18) 
• The power of the Holy Spirit in me is greater than the ‘pull’ of my flesh. His resurrection 

power becomes my resurrection power. 
SO 
• I must now live by the Spirit and be who I really am – a new creation in Christ. God’s laws 

are now on our hearts. 
• I must present myself to God and serve God (Rom 6:13). Worship God and not idols! 
• I must not let sin reign in my body (flesh) and its members (Rom 6:12-13). If sin is left 

unchecked in my body (not in me), it will turn natural instincts of the body into lusts (Rom 
8:12-13). 

• So yield those same members (eyes, hands, feet, mind) to God and bear fruit for God! 
• I must walk and live with this renewed understanding. 
Individually it is about personal transformation as I am changed in the presence of God. 
2 Corinthians 3:17-18.  
Corporately: Ephesians 2:18-22. The Holy Spirit is at work and we are being fitted together as 
a habitation of God by the Spirit 1 Peter 2:4-5. 
 

SECTION 3: Gospel, Missional Priorities And The Role Of The Spirit 
Key Quotes: 
The Holy Spirit was given for mission - these words and values are friends not enemies. The 
primary purpose of the church is mission. Missional vs Charismatic are a false dichotomy. 
Every form of ministry is empowered by the gospel, based on the gospel, and is a result of the 
gospel. We don’t just want the infilling of The Spirit to affect our personal devotions, our worship, 
enjoying the presence of God, fellowship with other Christians but not our personal witness so 
that the energy of the Spirit gets internalized and misused. Conversely all witness must come 
out of an Encounter! The Spirit comes on us primarily for Mission. 
• On the day of Pentecost - 3000 were saved and added because of spirit filled preaching. 
• John 1:48 - individually Nathaniel get saved through word of knowledge. 
• Luke 5:24-26 - healings that led to people glorifying God. 
• 1 Corinthians 14:24-25: Prophecy awakens unbelievers to the reality of God in our midst 

and it encourages believers to go on with God (prophecies I received here). 
• Luke 4:18-19 Holy Spirit ministry results in gospel preaching, touching the poor, setting free 

of captives and the oppressed. 
• Acts 10:44-45 it removes racial and cultural barriers for an all inclusive mission. 
Jesus was also a friend of sinners: Mark 1:21-34. What about us? Church growth experts 
say that the evangelistic potential of Christians is at its greatest during the first two years of the 
Christian life, after two years most of us have no more non-Christian friends. We left the world in 
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order to get involved in the life of the church and be discipled, but somehow we never returned to 
find the lost.  
Some reasons: 
• Theological: a wrong view of holiness. John 17:13-19 speaks of being in, but not of the 

world. Yet so often we are of but not in the world. 
• Practical: Lack of time, being too busy. 
• Attitude: shock ability. The scriptures teach that we should be grieved over the sin in the 

world, but not shocked. 
• Relationships: only with Christians. 
• Spiritual: the baptism in the Holy Spirit misdirected internally rather than into the world. 
• Our language, dress code and leadership style are out of touch. 
• We need to understand and explain the harvest field to our people through engaging 

evangelistic effort with social and contextual analysis. How is our city structured, where do 
people hang out, etc? 

• We need to ask God for help in a change of lifestyle to hang out with unbelievers. Join a 
sports club; get involved at school functions, etc. 

PJ Smyth: The second biggest hindrance to mission, in my experience, is confusion about the 
role of the Holy Spirit in church life. The Holy Spirit empowers us in many ways, one of the 
most important surely being for mission. At the front end of His ministry Jesus said the Spirit was 
on Him for the mission of setting the captives free (Luke 4:16) and on the back end of His 
ministry He told the disciples not to go on mission to set the captives free until the Spirit had 
come on them (Acts 1:4-8). That said, I have noticed that either too much or too little emphasis 
on the Spirit hinders mission. Let me explain: 
Those who especially love the presence and gifts of the Spirit can overplay the experiential 
aspect of the Spirit, and underplay the aspect of empowering us for mission. Again we have a 
case of both/and, but insufficient emphasis on the missional aspect of the Spirit can reduce the 
missional potency of a church. Conversely, others argue that doing the presence and gifts of the 
Spirit in a way that doesn’t repel the unbeliever is virtually impossible, so they basically opt out in 
the name of mission. But this wasn’t the biblical pattern, nor is it logical to expect unbelievers to 
be born of the Spirit without a truckload of Holy Spirit activity! Clearly, neither of these either / or 
positions fit the biblical pattern where a definite expression of the Spirit was regarded as a non-
negotiable, but where it was done in an ordered, intelligent yet fully supernatural way that 
assisted, not hindered, unbelievers. (For example, see 1 Corinthians 14, especially verses 24-
25.) We need lots of Spirit with lots of power with lots of thought. 



 

CRAIG BOTHA. EMPOWERING HOLY SPIRIT. APRIL 2013    
      

 

 

15 

APPENDIX: SPIRITUAL GIFTS SURVEY (source unknown)  

INSTRUCTIONS: Please do not turn to the response sheet and definitions until you have finished 
the questionnaire. Please read this page carefully before beginning the assessment. 
This assessment is designed as a tool to help you discover more about the spiritual gifts you 
have been using. Its accuracy depends on a number of factors and should be taken only as a 
guide for further study and prayer. You may find it helpful to discuss its results with someone who 
knows you well and has seen ways in which God has used you. The way God uses you can 
change over time, so you may like to redo this or a similar questionnaire after a few years. 
HOW TO DO IT: The questionnaire contains a number of statements. Read each one carefully 
and ask yourself, "Is this statement true for me?” Then write next to the statement, a number 
between 0 and 5 which most accurately describes your response, using the following scale:  
 

0 3 5 

Never 
true 

Sometimes 
true 

Consistently 
true 

 
Remember to respond to the statement as it is written. If it says "I often feel ..." and this is 
definitely true for you, you can respond with a "5".  
You should not need to spend more than ten seconds on each statement. Try to record your first 
reaction to the question as this is usually the most accurate. As you spend longer on it you tend 
to get over-analytical. 
IMPORTANT: Answer according to how you are, not how you would like to be or how you think 
you ought to be. This is very important and if you do not do this it will affect the accuracy of your 
final score. 
WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED: When you have put a number next to each of the statements turn 
to the Response Sheet at the end of the questionnaire and complete that. You will find it helps 
your accuracy if you do not read the Response Sheet and Gift Definitions until you have finished 
the questionnaire. 
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Questionnaire 
 

Important: Read the instruction on first page carefully before starting to answer this 
questionnaire. 
1. I feel such compassion for hurting people that I actively do what I can to help. 
2. I often get impressions of God's thoughts and feelings about something or someone 

and then have a strong desire to tell the person concerned. 
3.  I like things to work efficiently and effectively and get frustrated when they are badly 

organised. 
4.  I am able to see the specific need a person has for encouragement. 
5.  I have a strong desire to help people with emotional needs. 
6.  I enjoy getting to know people who aren't yet Christians. 
7.  When I see someone with financial need I often want to give to them. 
8.  I am happier following than leading. 
9.  I enjoy spending extended periods of time in prayer. 
10.  I am more concerned with making a person feel comfortable and safe than I am with 

making an impression. 
11.  I want to seek out those who have fallen away from Christ to bring them back into 

the church. 
12.  I have a strong desire to bring truth where there is ignorance about the things of 

God. 
13.  I believe strongly that Christians have been commissioned to heal the sick and so I 

often pray for others to be healed. 
14.  I can challenge and motivate others to achieve common objectives. 
15.  I help those who are unsupported and neglected. 
16.  Sometimes I experience an instant understanding about people, which I did not learn 

by natural means. 
17.  I am able to identify and use the resources available to complete a task 
18.  I will go to great lengths to encourage someone. 
19.  I am able to discern problems people have through the things they say or leave 

unspoken. 
20.  In a social setting I feel more drawn to non-Christians than to Christians. 
21.  I often find my giving is in answer to someone's specific prayer. 
22.  I enjoy saying yes to requests for practical help. 
23.  I feel honoured and privileged when I am asked to pray for someone. 
24.  I feel fulfilled when entertaining people and I have no thought of being repaid. 
25.  I feel compelled to lead by example and to let my life be an example for others to 

follow. 
26.  I enjoy studying the bible and passing on what I have learned to others. 
27.  I have seen evidence of physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual healing in people I 

have prayed for. 
28.  I am willing to lead people to achieve their goals. 
29. I can patiently support those who are going through painful experiences. 
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30.  When I share an insight God has given me, people have become aware of their own 
attitudes or behaviour and have changed  

31.  I have an ability to see a way through organisational problems. 
32.  I have a greater desire to encourage someone than to show them their mistakes. 
33.  I am interested in understanding more about people. 
34.  I am confident that people will come to Christ through me. 
35.  When I know that what I give to others is really needed, I don’t worry about how it 

will be repaid. 
36.  I enjoy serving others so they can be free to carry out their ministry more effectively. 
37.  When I am made aware of an area of need, my first reaction is often to pray about it. 
38.  I am comfortable with all kinds of people and feel at ease with them. 
39.  I am able to understand the burdens that people carry and help them to mature. 
40.  I am able to make complicated issues clear to others without compromising the truth. 
41.  When I pray for someone to be healed, I am confident that God will touch them. 
42.  I see the need to prioritise my work and delegate efficiently to other people. 
43.  I am able to empathise with suffering people and involve myself in their healing 

process. 
44.  I am willing to speak out for God and truth even when it produces an unpleasant 

reaction from others. 
45.  I have the perception to see how an organisation functions and I can use this to plan 

ahead so problems don't arise. 
46.  I am upset when people do not see God's blessings and are discouraged. 
47.  I find it easy to understand the struggles another person is going through. 
48.  I have a deep sense of the lostness of those who don't know God. 
49.  I like to give anonymously to help meet an individual's or a ministry's financial need. 
50.  I am a "behind the scenes" sort of person. 
51.  I feel strongly that prayer is the foundation of all other work in God's kingdom, and 

my prayer life is based on this belief. 
52.  In a social setting I make a point of looking out for people who seem to be strangers 

and do not know anyone. 
53.  I am willing to invest time in caring for others and in nurturing their spiritual growth. 
54.  I want to pass on truths from the bible clearly that my listeners will be able to share 

them with others. 
55.  There have been times when I have felt physical sensations such as heat, cold or 

tingling in my hands when praying for people to be healed. 
56.  I am able to inspire people and carry them along towards a goal. 
57.  I do what I can behind the scenes to show God's love to those who are suffering. 
58.  I sometimes find it difficult to sympathise with Christians who are struggling to 

maintain their commitment to Christ. 
59.  I enjoy organising things so that they work well. 
60.  When I meet people I try to build up their confidence. 
61.  I am patient and a good listener. 
62.  I am reasonably good at telling other people about Jesus. 
63.  I would like to earn more so that I can give more away. 
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64.  I feel embarrassed if people whom I have been helping then draw attention to me. 
65.  I set aside regular time to pray for things other than my own needs. 
66.  I enjoy making people feel welcome and at ease. 
67.  I am able to support and lovingly correct those whom God gives me to look after. 
68.  I am analytical and good at drawing conclusions from a wide range of information. 
69.  I look for opportunities to pray for sick people. 
70.  I initiate new things, which require others to help me achieve them. 
71.  When I see people who are in need, I feel compassion for them and I am compelled 

to respond in some way. 
72.  When I share my understanding of God's feelings for someone, I often find they are 

strengthened and comforted. 
73.  I enjoy paying attention to detail in things that I do. 
74.  I get pleasure in drawing along side people to affirm them. 
75.  I am able to see things that are holding people back in their spiritual lives. 
76.  I often perceive the specific need or block that stands between an unbeliever and 

Christ. 
77.  I get fulfilment out of sharing my possessions or money with others. 
78.  I like doing practical jobs for other people. 
79.  I get excited when I pray because know God works in response to prayer. 
80.  I like bringing people into my home and making them feel at ease. 
81.  I have a strong desire to see people grow in their faith and I am prepared to work 

with them to do so. 
82.  I like challenging others to understand God’s truth and to live accordingly. 
83.  I enjoy praying for others to be healed and often get excited about what God can do 

for them. 
84.  I find that I can communicate ideas to others so that they want to achieve them. 
When you have responded to each of these statements, transfer your answers to the 
Response Sheet on the next page. 
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Response Sheet 
 
Write your score for each statement in the correct box. When you have done this add the totals 
for each column and place this in the empty box at the bottom of the column. 
When you have a total for each category, note the three highest scores and refer to the 
Definitions to see which gifts these refer to. 
Fill in your responses to each statement in these boxes: 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 

43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 

57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 

              

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 

 
Now check your three highest scores against the list on the next page and write the gifts they 
refer to here: 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 



 

CRAIG BOTHA. EMPOWERING HOLY SPIRIT. APRIL 2013    
      

 

 

20 

LIST OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS & SOME DEFINITIONS 
A. MERCY: The special ability given by the Holy Spirit to respond compassionately to the 
needs of others. Romans 12:8; Matthew 5:7; Matthew 25:34-36.  
B. PROPHECY: 1 Corinthians 12:10: Prophecy is declaring the message of God to his 
Church for the purpose of edification. Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 14:1-40; 2 Peter 1:20-21. 
It is the actual speaking forth of words given by the Spirit in a particular situation and ceases 
when the words (given by the Spirit) cease. This may be given in poetic form and/or song.  
PROPHETS 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11: A prophet is one through whom prophecy 
is consistently manifested.  
C. ADMINISTRATION: 1 Corinthians 12:28; Exodus 18:13-26; Acts 6:1-7: Administration is 
the ability provided by God for giving direction or guidance to the Body of Christ, to perceive 
the way an organisation works, and to conceive and implement procedures that maximise 
the church's ability to function.  
D. ENCOURAGEMENT/EXHORTATION: Romans 12:8; Acts 15:32; Acts 11:22-24. 
Exhortation is the God-given ability which urges the community to pursue a certain course of 
action or conduct that has been revealed by God.  
E. COUNSELLING: The special ability given by the Holy Spirit to perceive and understand 
blocks to personal wholeness and to enable individuals to move on in their journey towards 
personal maturity. 2 Samuel 12:1-14; Exodus 18; Colossians 3. 
F. EVANGELIST. Ephesians 4: 11; Ephesians 4:11; Acts 8:26-40.: An Evangelist is one who 
proclaims the simple message of salvation to those who are non-believers, with the result 
that people become disciples of Jesus and responsible parts of the Body of Christ.  
G. GIVING: The special ability given by the Holy Spirit to share generously what you have 
with others. Romans 12:8; 1 Corinthians 16:1-4; Luke 3:11; James 2:15-16 
H. HELPS/SERVICE: Romans 12:7, 1 Corinthians 12:28: The special ability given by the 
Holy Spirit to find spiritual meaning and fulfilment in undertaking practical jobs which enable 
the body of Christ to function effectively. 
I. INTERCESSION: The special ability given by the Holy Spirit to pray consistently and with 
faith on behalf of others, sometimes for extended periods of time and with higher faith. 
Colossians 4:12; John 17:1-26; Acts 12:5. 
J. HOSPITALITY: The special ability given by the Holy Spirit to make people feel welcome, 
accepted and safe in a variety of settings. 1 Peter 4:9; Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:2; Acts 
16:15. 
K. PASTORING: Ephesians 4:11-13; John 10:1-18; 1 Peter 5:1-3.: A Pastor-teacher is one 
who provides for the spiritual needs of the flock by leading, feeding and protecting those 
sheep put under his/her care. 
L. TEACHERS: 1 Corinthians 12:28: Romans 12:7: Teachers explain the truth of revelation 
already given, i.e., teaching Scripture.  
M. HEALING/GIFTS OF HEALINGS: 1 Corinthians 12:9. The Gifts of Healings are used to 
speed up the process of healing in a sick person. As there are many kinds of illnesses so 
there are different healing gifts. Healing is that event or progression which a person receives 
in the emotional, spiritual or physical areas of life. 
N. LEADERSHIP: The special ability given by the Holy Spirit to recognise and communicate 
God's purposes and to accomplish them through the motivation and direction of a group of 
people. Romans 12:8; Hebrews 13:17; Numbers 33:1. 
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There are many other gifts mentioned in the Bible: 
APOSTLES: 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11. An apostle is one sent forth by God to 
introduce the gospel into new areas. This introduction is attended by signs and wonders 
which confirm the gospel. The work of an apostle is laying the foundation for the planting of 
new churches. A part of the task is also building up the body by nurturing the converts.  
DISCERNINGS OF SPIRITS: 1 Corinthians 12:10. Discerning of Spirits is the supernatural 
capacity to judge whether the spirit operating has a source that is human, demonic, or 
divine.  
EFFECTS OF MIRACLES/POWERS: 1 Corinthians 12:10: These are events in which people 
and things are beneficially affected by an extraordinary power of God working through an 
individual.  
FAITH: 1 Corinthians 12:9: Faith is the mysterious surge of confidence which sometimes 
arises within a person faced with a specific situation or need.  
INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES: 1 Corinthians 12:10: The interpretation of tongues is the 
God-given inspiration to speak in the language of the listeners, giving to them the dynamic 
equivalent of that which was spoken by the speaker in tongues. It is not a 'translation'. Both 
tongues and interpretation may be given in song.  
KINDS OF TONGUES: 1 Corinthians 12:10: These are Spirit-inspired, spontaneous 
utterances in which the conscious mind plays no part. It is speaking in a language (whether 
earthly or angelic) which the speaker has never learned or understood. This is used privately 
by a believer and may be used at will for his own edification.  
WORD OF KNOWLEDGE: 1 Corinthians 12:8: A Word of Knowledge is an utterance 
inspired by God and spoken by an individual. It is an insight into the things "freely given us 
by God" (1 Corinthians 2:12). It shares the truth the Spirit wishes declared concerning a 
specific occasion, person or thing.  
WORD OF WISDOM: 1 Corinthians 12:8: A Word of Wisdom is an utterance inspired by God 
and spoken by an individual. It is "seeing" what God "sees" (and/or "saying" it) and applying 
God's wisdom to a special situation.  
CELIBACY (1 Corinthians 7:7)  
CRAFTSMANSHIP (Exodus 31:3; 35:31-33)  
HOSPITALITY (1 Peter 4:9)  
INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS (Genesis 41:25-32; 38-39)  
JUDGE (Judges 3:7-11)  
PHILANTHROPY (1 Corinthians 13:3)  
These are some other possibilities: 
ARTS & CRAFT 
MISSIONARY and CROSS CULTURE MINISTRY  
MUSIC  
WORSHIP LEADERS 


