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TRIBUTE TO GRACE GENERATION CHURCH 
Celebration Service Sunday 25 May 2014 Pietermaritzburg 

This contribution is from Gary and Debbie Smith, an eldership couple in GraceGen 
who moved to the Cape during 2011.  

Throughout the bible, we read of 'Stories of Faith' of men and women who have 
faithfully carried out the assignments that God gave them to do. It is one of the ways 
we have of encouraging those who come after us. These stories function as ‘stones of 
remembrance’, for us to remember all that God has done. 

History also helps us gain perspective. We look back through history, and see all that 
God has done, and how he has faithfully delivered on his promises. We look forward 
prophetically to the promises which are yet to be fulfilled, confident that God is able 
to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power 
at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  

Grace Generation Church (formerly PCF) has just such a story to tell. And that is 
the purpose of this tribute today - to briefly look back as we tell some of our history 
and look forward prophetically to all that God has promised to do, and give glory to 
him.  

LOOKING BACK 

Not far from where we are meeting today, a small group of courageous Christians, led 
by Brian Andrews, left the Anglican Church, and began to meet in a home. They 
realised that God was moving them on to something fresh and new. Across the city, a 
group of Zulu Christians, led by Ernest Zikhali, felt led of the Holy Spirit to break from 
tradition and to join their white brethren. They arrived one Sunday and said, “The Holy 
Spirit told us to come”. Both groups felt that God was calling them to come together in 
unity and to serve the poor, and so they continued to meet and to pray for God’s 
guidance. In another part of the city, God had already given the same vision to Piet 
Dreyer, who was leading a charismatic Afrikaans-speaking church. God brought them 
all together. Two or those men are here today, and we honour them as prophetic 
seers and pioneers of this great Church and the mighty work that was accomplished 
through Project Gateway in our City. 

Can you imagine what a prophetic act that coming together was in the old South 
Africa. Even today it is still a radical expression of Christianity. The new church formed 
in 1993 was originally named Pietermaritzburg Christian Fellowship or PCF for short. 

Response of Piet and Hettie Dreyer: 

Please accept our apologies for non-attendance and my you have a wonderful time of 
rejoicing in celebrating what God has done in your midst the past 21 years. All our thanks and 
gratitude to you, the people of Pietermaritzburg that made it possible for us to serve God in 
such a way that it will always be some of our fondest memories. 
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My involvement with this church started in 1986 when God gave me the vision for what is 
today known as Project Gateway. There is also an English and Zulu side to this story, but like 
all good South African stories there must be a Boer involved. The Lord told me Gateway must 
be a Church effort and not alongside the Church. I therefore knew I first had to plant a church 
and then start the Kingdom work of serving the community with God’s solutions via the project 
out of co-working churches. 

From 1986 Hettie and I prayed into this vision and in 1990 God opened the doors for us to 
plant Agape Christen Gemeente. Our first meeting was held on 6 September 1990 in a Scout 
Hall with 50 people attending. We moved to the Voortrekker Primary School and later to the 
Heritage Academy school hall in Prestbury for our Sunday services. 

Early 1991 I shared my heart to our city fraternal (at that stage fathered by Ray Oliver) about 
the Church serving the community and was asked by all the leaders present to start with the 
vision. While leaving after the meeting, a guy in a white safari suit stormed me. He was so 
excited I thought he was going to kiss me. That was Brian Andrews, brimming with 
excitement. He immediately offered his Church’s assistance. Very soon I met Gary Smith, 
Owen Hilliar, Des Morgan, Di Milford, Helen the Matron, and Baba Ernest.  

The Gateway  founders’ meeting was held on 16 March 1992 with Agape Christen Gemeente 
paying the first R5000 into its account. Gateway started in garages and classrooms and that 
activity drew Brian and Ernst’s fellowship and Agape Christen Gemeente closely together, still 
functioning as two fellowships. At the end of 1992 Project Gateway was given the old prison 
premises.  

During 1993 we decided to establish a new congregation, together with Brian and Ernest’s 
Maritzburg Fellowship. From then on Sunday services of the newly founded Pietermaritzburg 
Christian Fellowship happened in the old club hall on the prison premises.  

So, what happened since then? 

After God had laid a vision on the hearts of these men to initiate a city-wide, multi 
church-based work demonstrating the Kingdom of God in word and deed, Project 
Gateway was established in the Old Pietermaritzburg Prison. Powerfully led by Piet 
Dreyer, Project Gateway made a huge citywide impact. Ray and Jo Partridge also 
played a massive role in the directing of affairs of Project Gateway. Piet also 
connected PCF and Project Gateway with a family of churches known as New 
Frontiers International, with Terry Virgo providing international apostolic leadership 
from the UK and in SA by Simon Pettit. This led to an international friendship among 
many leaders and Churches which has endured to this day. 

More changes were to come!  

In the mid-1990s Piet Dreyer was called by God to go to Zimbabwe to help pioneer 
again in Church Planting, and the development of 'farming God's way' as a powerful 
agricultural tool for poverty alleviation in Africa. Brian was called to the UK to work 
until his retirement, before returning to Pietermaritzburg. He is currently serving the 
city church through African Enterprise. Ernest continues to preach the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in the townships. 

Craig Botha, who had successfully planted a church in the Western Cape township of 
Khayelitsha, was called by God in 1998 with his wife Shannon to help lead PCF 
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through the next phase which included another 10 years of serving the city through 
Project Gateway, and growing the church in its current multi-cultural city vision. In 
2001 Simon Pettit helped to appoint an eldership team in PCF  - of which Craig and 
Shannon, Dave and Rosanne, Rob and Claire, Benson and Beatrice are still together 
13 years later. 

In 2005 our apostolic leader Simon Pettit passed away suddenly. It was one of the 
events which precipitated huge changes for both PCF and New Frontiers 
internationally. One of the changes that came at that time for PCF was to hand over 
the leadership of Project Gateway to an indigenous leadership team led by Pastor 
Jabu Mnculwane. This enabled us to enter a new season as a local church gearing for 
growth, expanding our HIV and AIDS work through our outstanding Community Care 
Project (CCP) lead by Dr Benson Okyere-Manu, and the establishment of our Africa 
Leadership School. CCP is one of just a few HIV/AIDS projects recognised nationally 
and funded by the US government via USAID.   

Other changes were to follow as we moved from the Gateway site in 2008, changed 
our name to Grace Generation Church in 2009 and repositioned in Scottsville to reach 
the City and the local student community with the Gospel. These significant changes 
were also in response to Simon Pettit's apostolic counsel before he died. We 
continued to link with a number of other Churches to reach our City with the Gospel 
and have also been wonderfully served over the years by the powerful preaching gift 
of our close friend Dr Michael Eaton.  

Changes were motivated by prophetic words and promises that God gave us at 
different stages of our journey as a Church: 

• Isaiah 43:18-20 

“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold I am doing a 
new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild beasts will honour me, the jackals and 
the ostriches, for I will give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert”.  

• 29 JANUARY 2010 – RIPPLES IN POOL 

At our prayer meeting last night I received a very powerful picture of ripples in a pond 
– radiating outwards. 

The picture was this: I saw a small pool of water. Around the water on all sides was a 
large expanse of dry ground; cracked and parched. As I watched I saw a large stone 
fall into the pool and all the water in the pool splashed out onto the dry ground, 
reaching far and wide, on all sides. The dry ground thirstily soaked the water up and it 
wasn’t dry any more. I had thought that it wasn’t possible for such a small pool to 
quench the thirst of such a large expanse of land, but it seemed to do just that.  

The prophetic picture became clearer to me. The small pool was our church “Grace 
Generation”. I realised that God has called this church to be an oasis for a much 
greater area – extending into all of Africa. Not only will it be an oasis, providing 
refreshment and rest, but God will be using us as a community to model a new 
‘people of God’ – a multi-coloured, multi-cultural, multi-lingual people with a common 
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vision (a peculiar people!) – to love God and to love one another – a model to a 
desperate world. 

The large stone that fell into the small pool was the Holy Spirit, so that although there 
was not much water in the pool, it was the Spirit that was going to cause what was 
there to provide drink for many. The large stone is in fact a revival – revival is going 
to be seen in our generation and within our own church. We cannot imagine that 
such a small church (small pool) can provide for so many, but with God, all things are 
possible. 

• July 2011 Oil Wells 

As I was praying for Grace Generation on the Saturday I saw a picture of a 
massive desert with many oil wells (steel structures could be seen silhouetted 
against the nighttimes sky), but the desert was in darkness. Suddenly I saw 
a Mighty wind began to blow and I knew it was the Holy Spirit. One by one these 
oils began to light on fire as the Holy Spirit began to blow on each one, until the 
whole desert was ablaze with light from the oil fires. I felt the Holy Spirit say there 
are many people in Grace Generation who have deep wells of the Spirit (the oil wells 
go down very deep and there is abundant oil!) but for some or other reason their fire 
had gone out, resulting in an outer oil well shell only. However, the Holy Spirit wants to 
blow on those latent gifts, dreams, visions, faith and desires in God...there is no 
striving, the wind of the Holy Spirit will just blow and suddenly fires will ignite and 
continue to blaze, as people hold such deep wells of the Spirit. 

Really feel God is going to set people on fire again, where many have grown cold, 
mediocre in their faith and love for Jesus has grown cold. They will begin to burn 
again with a heart for revival, desperation for His Presence, learning how to be fuelled 
from resting in God's presence. There will be many arsonists for revival being birthed 
in GraceGen. Forerunners of revival; mighty kingdom-breaking; powerful, visionary, 
community changers spreading the fire of the good news of Christ. He is pouring out 
his fire and glory for revival in PMB and the nations! 

The scriptures: 

 2 Chronicles 6:14-15 "O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven or 
on earth, keeping covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk 
before you with all their heart, who have kept with your servant David my father what 
you declared to him. You spoke with your mouth, and with your hand have fulfilled it 
this day.  

2 Chronicles 7:1-3 As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from 
heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the temple. And the priests could not enter the house of the Lord, because the 
glory of the Lord filled the Lord’s house. When all the people of Israel saw the fire 
come down and the glory of the Lord on the temple, they bowed down with their faces 
to the ground on the pavement and worshiped and gave thanks to the Lord, saying, 
"For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever." 
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• 2012 Treasure 2012 – TREASURE ISAIAH 45 

God will level the ground for us and give us hidden treasure (people) in the City. 

Isaiah 45:1-3 God will break open doors of bronze for us in GraceGen. He will go 
before us and level exalted places … open doors … and give us treasures of 
darkness. (We walked around and declared God’s promises for Scottsville as a 
Church). 

Light to shine from here, people from around will be delivered, freedom will come. God 
will send people really hungry for God, not just “normal suburban” people, God will 
send people with all sorts of needs and we should not look down on them, God will 
prepare our hearts for the harvest to come. The harvest will not come from a known 
direction, but from where we do not expect. Scottsville School seemed to be the only 
place we could find, but it was meant from the Lord. 

• August 2012 Healing and Restoration 

I feel the Lord would say to this congregation that there is a time of healing for 
each of you and that he is taking us to a place of restoration as the word of God 
brings healing and life to your bones. The word of God penetrates the very DNA of 
your bones and brings transformation. You're thought patterns are being transformed 
by the word of God.  

And you will be a haven for many to come to and even leaders of this nation will 
come here. They will come here to be restored. And they will come here because you 
will be a safe place - you will be like a cave where they will come to be healed and 
restored and go out again. And then they will lead and be strong again. And the Lord 
says to you sons and daughters this place will be a place of healing and restoration 
and you will speak my word into their lives. You are not to see yourselves as nothing 
but you are mighty in me says God. You are mighty because of me says God. 

• 2013 ENLARGE YOUR TENT Isaiah 54 

1 “Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing and cry aloud, you 
who have not been in labour! For the children of the desolate one will be more than 
the children of her who is married,” says the Lord. 

2  “Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations be stretched 
out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes. 

3 For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will possess 
the nations and will people the desolate cities. 

4 “Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be not confounded, for you will not be 
disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the reproach of your 
widowhood you will remember no more. 
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• 2007 AFRICA LEADERS SCHOOL 1 Timothy 1:18-19 

A word for Craig and Shannon Botha regarding leaders’ training: 

Son, there is much releasing that I have set for you. There is much training that I have 
set for you. And surely you shall begin to move in the new realm of teaching. For son, 
your teaching shall become more fashioned for leaders.  I even hear the Lord saying, 
“Son, they shall come even from Africa, and they shall come and sit at your feet. And 
there shall be a training school and a place of equipping where they shall be raised 
up.  

Son, you’ve been investing in the multitudes of people. But now I am going to cause 
you to invest in generals and captains. I am going to cause you to invest in other men 
of God that shall become apostles. And men that would plant twenty, thirty, forty 
churches in days gone by. For the lightning's of God have fallen on you. And the God 
of Glory has thundered over you. And the Lord says, I have spoken over you and 
there shall be a clear word in you. And the training school shall come forth. But it shall 
not just be in one region, it shall be in many regions. It shall be connected together. 
Even on the internet they shall begin to study. And even on the internet they shall 
begin to get their degrees.  Even this country shall oppose this thing. But, son it is not 
for them to oppose. For surely I breathe upon it. Son you have a ministry to breathe 
into dry bones. And there are many dry bones that shall come and you shall breath 
into them and you shall prophesy into them, and there shall come much light out of it, 
says the Spirit of the Lord. 

And surely the Lord says, daughter, your day of standing on the sideline is over. For 
surely you shall begin to preach and you shall begin to shine, and there shall be a lion 
inside of you. 

And those that have trampled on you in days gone by shall begin to fear you. Not in 
the fear of evil, but the fear of God shall come upon them. You shall have a word of 
wisdom and a discerning of spirits like you have never had before. And you shall begin 
to see in the realm of the spirit even the dangers that lie ahead. 

LOOKING FORWARD 

Recently we have had our fifth democratic election in South Africa. Whatever changes 
are yet to come in our nation, we trust God that GraceGen will continue to be a 
prophetic community and resource base to our young nation. This is a community 
characterised by love for God and love for one another across cultural, ethnic, 
linguistic and generational barriers.  

As a multicultural community of Word and Spirit seeking to reconcile this 
generation to the Father through the Gospel of Grace we continue to impact this 
City with the Gospel.  

When people turn 21, they are considered to have come of age and to be mature, 
stepping out in the vision that God has for you. I believe this church has truly come of 
age. GraceGen is a mature 200-strong church with great gospel foundations and full 
of so many great people and leaders. GraceGen has also developed into a base out of 
which much has happened: 
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By God's grace we made a significant impact in the lives of numerous people, 
changed many leaders and communities across SA, Zimbabwe, and Mozambique and 
provided a launch pad for a number of Church plants. Visiting young people and 
teams from across the world have been deeply impacted by God through this church.  

Many folk have found Christ through the work of this church both here in South Africa 
and outside the country. 

Many have received strong gospel foundations and many communities have been 
impacted through GraceGen. 

Churches have been planted out of this church and many leaders impacted. 

God's word has gone forth and multicultural grace has been demonstrated in our city. 

The kingdom of God has been powerfully demonstrated through the work of GW and 
CCP. 

We have produced teaching and leadership material through Africa Leadership School 
and the work of Michael Eaton that has impacted hundreds of Christians and leaders 
in South Africa, Mozambique, Lesotho, and Zimbabwe. 

What should we be trust God for into the future? 

I believe we should be trusting God for fresh exploits. We are full of faith for the 
future, believing God for fresh opportunities and  eager to make a difference! 

Shannon and myself are trusting God to increasingly see others taking up leadership 
and taking GraceGen into all that God has for us in the future. New leaders, elders, 
preachers, church planters, parents, business-people and students living out the 
Gospel and impacting this great city where God has placed us. 

May today serve as a powerful ‘stone of remembrance’ to spur us all on to greater 
exploits for God. We thank and salute all those who pioneered and continue to serve 
God through this great work! As we look ahead may the Grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be will us all'! Amen. 

 

-------------- 


